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By: Pastor Dean 

Why I Believe... 
Why I believe the Bible is God’s Word 
 

What do you think of the Bible?  Have you ever been asked 

this question?   

How would you answer someone who says:  “I don’t think 

everything in the Bible is correct?  How can the Bible be 

God’s Word?” 
 

First of all, the Bible claims to be correct and without error. 

 “Every word of God is flawless...Do not add to his 

words.”   Proverbs 30:5-6 

 “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.”   

Psalm 19:7 

Secondly, the Bible claims that God is the Author. 

 “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along 

by the Holy Spirit.”   II Peter 1:21 

 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching...”   II Timothy 3:16 

 

Memorials for 2011 
 
A/V - $45 
Cemetery- $165 
Missions-  $500  
Choir- $100 
Organ - $160 
Sunday School – $130 
Lutheran Hour – $120 
150th Celebration - $4185 
Altar Curtain - $1370 
Non-specified- $6565 

A key piece of evidence that the Bible is the Word of God is the great number of fulfilled 

prophecies.   

The prophecies found in the Bible are not vague generalities but are very specific in their 

details.   

The Bible has a number of different types of prophecies. 
 

 There are prophecies relating to Jesus as the Messiah 

 There are prophecies that speak of specific historical events 

 



Church phone: 
262-593-8630 
Office hours: 

Wed., Fri.:  9am-2pm 

Pastor Dean phone: 
cell: 920-723-6955 

home: 262-593-8624 



Pastor Dean e-mail: 
dzemple@hotmail.com 



Church e-mail: 
stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net 



Church web address: 
www.stjohns-sullivan.com 



Worship Times: 
      Wednesday: 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:15am 

Thursday: Bible Study – 7pm 



Sept. - May 
Sunday School - 9:15am 

Adult Bible Study – 9:15am 

   High School Bible Study-  

                                       9:15am 

Children’s Church – 10:15am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The prophet Isaiah lived some 600 years before Jesus was born 

and yet he predicts in detail events surrounding Jesus’ birth, life 

and death.    
 

Psalm 22 written by King David who lived a 1000 years before 

Jesus was born speaks about Jesus’ crucifixion on the cross.  

When David lived the mode of execution known as crucifixion 

had not yet even been invented. 
 

Predictions not only covered Jesus’ life but also dealt with 

kings, nations and cities.  One of these predictions deals with 

the city of Tyre in Ezekiel 26.  In this chapter a number of 

details are given as to how Tyre would be destroyed and the fact 

that it would never be reconstructed.  This prophecy was 

fulfilled years later by the actions of King Nebuchadnezzar and 

Alexander the Great.  This prediction concerning the fate of 

Tyre and its fulfillment is remarkable evidence for the 

accurateness of the Bible’s predictive prophecy. 
 

The fulfillment of these prophecies in detail some hundreds of 

years later can only be explained by divine authorship of the 

Bible. 
 

The Apostle Peter writes:  “And we have the word of the 

prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay 

attention to it...We did not follow cleverly invented stories when 

we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  II Peter 

1:16,19 

Since the Bible is God’s Word, true and without error, how then 

should we receive it? 

 May we use God’s Word to guide us in our daily lives.   

II Timothy 3:16 says  “All Scripture is God-breathed and 

is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness...” 

 May we find in God’s Word the ONLY way given to us 

to be saved.  Acts 4:12  “Salvation is found in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.” 

 May we receive God’s Word as it is true and without 

error.  “Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to 

those who take refuge in him.”  Proverbs 29:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 
Changes 
 for 2011 

 

 Baptisms – 12 

 Funerals - 9 

 Weddings - 4 

 Membership gains - 19 

 Membership losses - 3 

mailto:dzemple@hotmail.com
mailto:stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net
http://www.stjohns-sullivan.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Up-coming Sermon Texts and Themes 

 
 

 

January 15     I Corinthians 6:12-20     Honor God with your body! 

January 22     Mark 1:14-20                  God’s kingdom is near. 

January 29     Mark 1:21-28                  Jesus’ authority over demons 

February 5     Mark 1:29-39                  Jesus’ compassion for those in need. 

February 12   Mark 1:40-45                  The popularity of Jesus 

February 19   Mark 9:2-9                      Transforming suffering into glory. 

February 22   Matthew 26:14-16,54-50  Judas and Jesus: What's valuable? 

February 26   James 1:12-18                 Persevering through trials 

February 29   Matthew 26:59-67           Caiaphas: Who matters most? 

March 4         Mark 8:27-38                  A matter of life or death 

March 7         Matthew 26:69-75           Peter: Do you know him? 

March 11       I Corinthians 1:18-31      God chose foolishness 

March 14       Matthew 27:11-32           Pilate: What to do with Jesus? 

March 18       Ephesians 2:1-10            We are God’s workmanship 

March 21       Mark 15:6-15                  Jesus and Barabbas: Who do you choose? 

March 25       Mark 10:35-45                What it means to be an important person 

March 28          Matthew 27:32-37                Jesus and Simon: Who bears the cross? 

 

Youth News by Jayne Jenks 

A big thank you to everyone who helped with our advent  
dinner and bake sale and for all those from St. John’s who  
came and supported us. We were able to  
raise enough money to purchase a dairy  
goat, honeybees, chicks and 30 fruit trees  
through Samaritan’s Purse ministries.  
 
The youth will be sponsoring the February 29th Lenten meal. It will be a 
soup, sandwich and salad meal. We will need volunteers to help serve the 
meal that night as well as volunteers to bring side salads and desserts. Check 
the bulletin board for sign-ups.  
 
Dates are not set yet for other fun activities. Look for e-mail announcements 
for sledding, game day and other events.  
 
In the Sunday morning Bible study, we will be finishing up the Case for Christ 
in January. Look for an e-mail announcing our next focus.  
 
 



 

St. Johns Council Meeting Minutes    November 15, 2011 

The meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple gave the opening prayer. Present at the 
meeting were: Dean Zemple, John Ritter, Dennis McKnight, Ron Duesterbeck, Amanda Shellinger, Jim Jurgella, 
Bob Gartzke, andGail Scheid.  

Deaconess Katie Willman from Bethesda outlined the Companion Congregation program that St. Johns will be 
participating in on November 27th.  Our congregation is invited to attend with the goal of aiding and 
interacting with disabled individuals during the service. 
The secretary read the minutes from the October 11, 2011 Council meeting. Bob Gartzke motioned and 
Dennis McKnight seconded the motion to accept the minutes as read.  Motion carried. 
Amanda Schellinger presented the treasurers report. Jim Jurgella motioned and Dennis McKnight seconded 
the motion to accept the report pending the annual audit.  Motion carried. 
Council discussed transferring the money out of the Building Fund checking and the Building Fund Campaign 
Savings accounts to the General Fund.  The amount of money in these two Building funds are usually not 
enough to pay repairs to the church and property so the repair bills are paid out of the general fund.  This idea 
will be further examined by next month’s meeting.   
The money collected for the Mathias seminary fund amounted to $5,000.00 and is in the general fund.  To 
date no check has been issued for Mathias.  Furthermore, Mathias is not at the seminary.  Until we know 
what the status of Mathias is, the money will remain in the general fund. 
New Business 
Council worked on the election schedule for church officers.  Amanda Schellinger will be stepping down from 
treasurer, so we will need to fill that position. 
Old Business  
We are still looking for replacement for Brad Bechtel who has served for many years as the property manager.  
We are also looking for an organist to help support Donna and Norma. 
The organ rear speakers need some attention but for now we will not repair it since we didn’t know that they 
were not working until someone pointed it out.  When we have more funds then we will repair them. 
Pastors Report 
A representative from Family Promise will speak to the Council in the first part of 2012.  This organization 
helps homeless families in Jefferson County and with the help of churches in the  County, these families have 
a place to stay overnight. 
Consecration Sunday had an attendance of 130 members with a meal for celebration afterwards.  Also new 
members were introduced during the service. 
Pastor asked if Council would drop the $250 charge for non-members getting married in the church and to 
consider this an outreach opportunity. Bob Gartzke motioned, Jim Jurgella seconded it to drop the $250 fee 
for non-member weddings.  Motion carried. 
Dave Hellekson and a chaplain in the military are putting together a marriage seminar on February 11th 
Pastor logged 27 member visits, 1 group study, 3 weddings, 2 funerals, 3 chapel services, and 6 meetings 
outside the church during the past month. 
The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer and Council adjourned. 
 

St. Johns Council Meeting Minutes  December 13,2011 

The meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor  Zemple gave the opening prayer. 

Present  at the meeting were: 

Pastor Zemple                               Ron Duesterbeck                         Mark Jenks 

John Ritter                                     Bob Saeger                                  Bob  Gartzke 

Amanda Shellinger                       Wes Jones                                     Jim Jurgella 

Gail Scheid                                    Sherri Brigowatz 
 



The secretary read the minutes from the November 15
th
 meeting. Bob Saeger motioned and Bob 

Gartzke seconded it to accept the minutes as read.  Motion carried. 

Amanda Schellinger presented the treasures report.  

Wes Jones motioned and Bob Saeger seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual 

audit. Motion carried. 
 

Old Business 

Discussion during the treasurers report prompted a motion from Bob  Saeger, seconded by Gail 

Scheid to close and move all the money out of  the building fund checking, the building fund 

campaign savings and the Stewart account (Sell Estate) into the General Fund checking.  Motion 

carried.  

Bob and Karen Gartzke had visited with couple from Dousman that expressed financial help from 

our church. The Gartzkes offered to let them pick thru the food pantry offerings at church, in 

which they did.  Also the Gartzkes gave them two hundred dollars.  St. Johns have a budgeted 

amount set aside each year just for needy families and we will reimburse the Gartzkes the money. 
 

 New Business 

Council set Jan. 22, 2012 as the annual voters meeting. An audit committee will meet before  that 

and also a new budget will be drafted. 
 

Pastors Report 

There will be one service on Sunday, January 1
st
  at 9:00 AM with communion. 

Dave Hellekson and the Chaplain from his base command will present a marriage seminar on 

Saturday, February 11
th

 at St. Johns.  This will be community outreach event. 
 

Pastor logged 23 member visits, 1 group study, 2 baptisms, 4 chapel services and3 meetings 

during December. 

At the voters meeting Pastor will ask for a volunteer to go with him to the circuit forum in 

February. At this meeting circuit Pastor and lay members will elect the circuit counselor for next 

three years. 

Council adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A letter dated 11/28/11 from the USO reads: 
 

To: Ms. Lynn Ritter/St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Dear All, Many thanks for the care package that 

came our way. Our troops really love the things 

that folks send from home. It means so much that 

you are thinking of them. Our center is pretty busy 

right now. There are lots of folks flying in and out 

of Bagram. Your contribution certainly helps us 

take care of our troops. 

Again, thank you for your donation. Take Care. 



 

 

ELDERS SCHEDULE:                                                         

1/8@8:00am ð Dave Hellekson 

1/8@10:15am ð Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

1/11 Bob Gartzke 

1/15 @ 8am ð Keith Pogantsch 

1/15 @ 10:15am ð Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

1/18 Bob Saeger 

1/22 @ 8am ð Dennis Linse 

1/22 @ 10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

1/25 Dave Hellekson 

1/29 @ 8am - Jim Jurgella 

1/29 @ 10:15am - Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

2/1 Keith Pogantsch 

2/5@ 8am - Bob Gartzke 

2/5 @ 10:15am - Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

2/8 Bob Saeger 

2/12 @ 8am - Bob Saeger 

2/12 @ 10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

2/15 Jim Jurgella 

2/19 @ 8am - Dave Hellekson 

2/19 @ 10:15am - Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

2/22 Bob Gartzke 

2/26@8am ð Keith Pogantsch 

2/26@10:15am - Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

2/29 Bob Saeger 

3/4@8am - Dennis Linse 

3/4@10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

3/7 Dave Hellekson 

3/11@8am - Jim Jurgella 

3/11@10:15am - Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

3/14 Keith Pogantsch 

3/18@8am - Bob Gartzke 

3/18@10:15am - Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

3/21 Dennis Linse 

3/25@8am - Bob Saeger 

3/25@10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

3/28 Jim Jurgella 

4/1@8am - Dave Hellekson 

4/1@10:15am - Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

 

 

 

 

USHER/GREETER 

1/8   Bob Chaveriat & Ron  

                       Duesterbeck 

1/11  Wes & Pam Jones 

1/15  Kyle & Kaitlin Hellekson 

1/18   David & Cindy Nelson 

1/22   Rachel Bechtel & Jim  

                       Gudmundson 

1/25  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

1/29  Mark & Caleb Jenks 

2/1  Larry & Beverly Kramer 

2/5  Cathy & Jim Welczyk 

2/8  Eugene Pagel & Dale  

                            Hrbacek 

2/12 Julie & Hannah Pogantsch 

2/15  Wes & Pam Jones 

2/19  Ron Duesterbeck & Bob 

Chaveriat 

2/22  David & Cindy Nelson 

2/26  Kyle & Kaitlin Hellekson 

2/29  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

3/4    Abby & Jayne Jenks 

3/7    Larry & Bev Kramer 

3/11  Rachel Bechtel & Jim  

                       Gudmundson 

3/14 Eugene Pagel & Dale  

                            Hrbacek 

3/18 Tony & Marge Kokan 

3/21 Pam & Wes Jones 

3/25 Ron Duesterbeck & Bob 

Chaveriat 

3/28 David & Cindy Nelson 

4/1  Julie & Hannah Pogantsch 

 

AV TECH: 

1/8 Kim Hellekson & Julie P. 

1/11 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 

1/15 Julie & Brad Bechtel 

1/18 Wes & Pam Jones 

1/22 Pete & Chris Martin 

1/25   John & Lynn Ritter 

JAN/FEB/MARCH VOLUNTEERS 

God is not unjust; He will not 

forget your work or the love you 

have shown Him as you have 

helped His people and continue 

to help them.      Hebrews 6:10 



 One person gives freely, yet 

gains even more;  

another withholds unduly, 

but comes to poverty. 

                     Proverbs 11:24 

1/29   Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 

2/1   Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 

2/5  Kim Hellekson & Julie P. 

2/8  Pam & Wes Jones 

2/12 Julie & Brad Bechtel 

2/15 John & Lynn Ritter 

2/19 Pete & Chris Martin 

2/22   Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 

2/26  Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 

2/29 Pam & Wes Jones 

3/4  Kim Hellekson & Julie P. 

3/7 John & Lynn Ritter 

3/11 Brad & Julie Bechtel 

3/14 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 

3/18 Pete & Chris Martin 

3/21 Pam & Wes Jones 

3/25 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 

3/28 John & Lynn Ritter 

4/1 Kim Hellekson & Julie P. 

 

ORGANIST:  

1/8 Gaige 

1/11 Norma 

1/15, 1/18 Gaige 

1/22, 1/25, 1/29 Donna 

2/1 Norma 

2/5 Donna 

2/8 Norma 

2/12, 2/15, 2/19, 2/22, 2/26 - Donna 

2/29 Norma 

3/4 Donna 

3/7 Norma 

3/11, 3/14, 3/18. 3/21, 3/25 ð Donna 

3/28 Norma 

4/1 Donna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunities to serve your 

church 

 USHER/GREETERS 

 A/V TECHS 

 ALTAR GUILD 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 CHOIR 

 CHILDRENõS CHURCH 

 SUNDAY MORNING SNACKS 

 LADIES AID/LWML 

 BOARD OF ELDERS 

 COUNCIL 

 ALTAR CANDLES 

 ALTAR LINENS 

 GROUNDS & LANDSCAPING 

 MARQUEE SIGN 

 PRAYER CHAIN 

 YOUTH GROUP 

 THRIVENT FINANCIAL  

 

THERE IS AN IMMEDIATE NEED FOR 
USHERS AND A/V PEOPLE!  

WE ARE SCHEDULED ON A ROTATING 
SCHEDULE. THERE IS A SEPARATE 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE AND SUNDAY 
SCHEDULE YOU CHOOSE WHICH ONE YOU 

PREFER. 
 

If you can help your church in any of the 
above places call Julie at 262-593-8630 
(leave msg.) and she can answer any 

questions you may have and also direct you 
to the correct person for each job duty.  

THANK YOU! 
 

We are always in need of more 
volunteers. Please consider serving your 
Lord by helping out at your church.  

 



Birthdays & Anniversaries  

January:  
3-Rick Kramer  
4-Dennis Scheid & Lorraine Reich  
5- Bob Gartzke, Elsa Luebke, 
Jeanette Weidner  
6- Natalie Burrows  
7- Samson Unke  
8- Jean Gaugert  
11 - Joyce Lewandowski  
12 - Alma King  
13 - Roni Zautner  
15 - Kathy McDonald, Cory 
Schellinger  
18 - Brian Mattke , Robert Gleaser  
19 - Peter Martin  
22 - Helen Kueht  
23 - Laura Linse  
24 - Katrina Heimrel  

February: 
2- Larry Kramer  
3- Grace Milbrath  
4-Logan Wehmeyer  
6- Dave Hellekson  
11 - Rachel Lewandowski  
12 -Jane Bentheimer  
13 - Ann Schultz  
14 - Russ Buth  
15 - Chris Burrows , Corine Meyer  
17 - Dave Meyer , Charley Rupp  
20 - Max Unke, Dorothy Wergin, 
Jim Jurgella , Sarah Wangerin  
22 - LeVera Kloss  
 

 
23 - Chris Zemple  
24 - Brody Pogantsch  
25 - Kyle Meyer , Sofee Pagel  
27 - Sue Tabat  
28 - Peter Linse  

March 
1-Sam Boos, Tony Kokan  
3-Kyle Hellekson  
4-Diane Dillow, Abby Lewandowski  
5-Jim Gudmundson  
7-Chuck Holzhueter  
14 -Carrie Kaczmarek,  Bonnie 
McDonald  
15 -Nick Schlais  
17 -Karen Gartzke, Katie Zemple  
19 - Jim Wleczyk, Emily 
Schellinger  
20 -Justin Heimrel  
22 -MacKenzie Mattke, Nicole Pugh  
24 -Ken Meyer, Casey Zemple  
26 -Carol Ann Kloth, Stuart Pease  
27 -Sandra Hagemann  

Anniversaries  
1/25 ð Brad &  Julie Bechtel  
2/10 ð Cory & Amanda Schellinger  
2/14 ð Bill & Jean Gaugert  
2/17 ð Tom & Nicole Pagel  
2/20 ð Dave & Beverly Mueller  
3/6 ð Dave & Nancy Meyer  
3/7 ð Tony & Marge Kokan  
3/10 ð Scott & Debbie Buth  
3/11 ð Sarah & Andrew Wanger in

 
 
 

 
 
 

Proverbs 21:16 

A man who strays 
from the path of 

understanding comes 
to rest in the 

company of the dead 

Proverbs 21:16 

A man who strays 
from the path of 

understanding comes 
to rest in the 

company of the dead 

 

God Bless your special day! 



 





 


