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Doubt  vs. Faith
Scripture: Colossians 2:6-7 
"My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go ahead with what you've been given. You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now live him. You're deeply rooted in him. You're well constructed upon him. You know your way around the faith. Now do what you've been taught. School's out; quit studying the subject and start living it! And let your living spill over into thanksgiving"      MSG
It is New Year's Eve and at the strike of twelve we move the old into the new. What a special day to consider Doubt vs. Faith. Perhaps the best of resolutions could be to leave Doubt in the past and as the New Year rolls in amplify Faith.
Doubt sees tribulations, problems, troubles, difficulties and obstacles.

Faith sees anticipation, trust, confidence, hope, expectation and a way.

Doubt sees gloom, doom, thunder, lightning and the darkest day.

Faith sees light, sunshine, radiance, beauty and life abounding.

Doubt causes terror, fear, worry, apprehension and ultimate calamity.

Faith soars with chance, opportunity, occasion, freedom and peaceful grace.

Doubt questions faith, belief, conviction and creative ideas.

Faith answers existence, being, time and living life in Jesus.

Prayer:  Father thank you for activating my faith to a new level of awareness in YOU. Help me leave Doubt in the past and amplify my Faith in all you have for me as I think Outside the Doubt Box.  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen!
*Taken from Christian-Cyber-Ministries Cyber-Daily-Devotion


A BIG THANK YOU  from Lynn Ritter
I would like to thank the members of our church for donating so 
many items to Christmas Neighbors, A Place of Refuge, the Soldiers
 and the Food Pantry. I don’t remember how much of everything was
                  brought in but I know there were piles of stuff. I heard that the 
                  people who received them were very grateful. I know I sent out 11 
                  full boxes to the soldiers in December.  That is the most I have ever 
                 sent out in one month. I thank those of you who helped with shipping
                 cost. I know the soldiers greatly appreciate it. 
Junior Church

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for both youth helpers and snacks for January and February. The snacks should be brought in before 9:00 am on Sunday and bring enough for about fifty people. Thank you for your donations.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS
ELDERS 
1/3     Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 
1/6     Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
1/10   Bill Gaugert & John Ritter

1/13   Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger
1/17   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
1/20   Bill Gaugert & John Ritter

1/24   Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 

1/27   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
1/31   Bill Gaugert & Dave Hellekson

2/3     Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 

2/7    Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
2/10  Bill Gaugert & Dave Hellekson

2/14   Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 

2/17   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
2/21  Bill Gaugert & Dave Hellekson
2/24   Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 

2/28   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke
3/3    Bill Gaugert & Dave Hellekson


USHER/GREETERS

1/3   Jim & Cathy Wleczyk
1/6   Larry & Bev Kramer
1/10 Julie & Brad Bechtel
1/13 Jim & Jerry Adsit
1/17 Karen Gartzke & Julie Pogantsch
1/20 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek
1/24 Kim & Kaitlin Hellekson
1/27 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter
1/31 Tony & Marge Kokan
2/3   David & Cindy Nelson
2/7   Scott & Bill Buth
2/10 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz
2/14 Nick Burrows & Chris Zemple
2/17 Larry & Bev Kramer
2/21 Rachel & Abby Lewandowski
2/24 David & Wes Jones
2/28 Ken & Wilma Gaugert

3/3   Jim & Jerry Adsit

ALTAR GUILD
January – Karen Gartzke
February – Fred Saeger

ACOLYTES

1/3  Alyssa Giaimo
1/10 Holly Burrows
1/17 Emma Lewandowski
1/24 Nicole Pugh
1/31 Rachel Bechtel
2/7  Hannah Pogantsch
2/14 Jimmy Gudmundson

2/21 Alyssa Giaimo

2/28 Holly Burrows
ORGANISTS:

1/3 Donna

1/6 & 1/10 Gaige

1/13 & 1/17  Donna

1/20 & 1/24  Gaige
1/27 & 1/31  Donna

2/3 & 2/7  Gaige

2/10 & 2/14  Donna

2/17 & 2/21  Gaige

2/24 & 2/28  Donna

3/3 & 3/7  Gaige
AV TECHS:
1/3 Pete & Chris Martin

1/6 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz

1/10 Kim Hellekson & Julie P.                         

1/13 Gaige Kerr

1/17 Scott & Bill Buth

1/20 Wes & Pam Jones

1/24 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson

1/27 John & Lynn Ritter

1/31 Brad & Julie Bechtel

2/3  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz

2/7 Pete & Chris Martin

2/10 Gaige Kerr

2/14 Kim Hellekson & Julie P.

2/17 Wes & Pam Jones

2/21 Scott & Bill Buth

2/24 John & Lynn Ritter

2/28 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson

3/3 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz
January/February Birthdays

Jan 3~Rick Kramer
Jan 4~Dennis Scheid, Lorraine Reich

Jan 5~ Elsa Luebke, Jeanette Weidner & Bob Gartzke

Jan 6~Natalie Burrows

Jan 7~Samson Unke

Jan 8~Jean Gaugert

Jan 9~Theran Brigowatz
January/Feb Anniversaries
Jan 4~Les & Bev Litt
Jan 25~Brad & Julie Bechtel
 Feb 14~Bill & Jean Gaugert
Feb 20~Dave & Bev Mueller

Jan 11~Joyce Lewandowski
Jan 12~ Alma King, Amanda Huebner

Jan 13~ Roni Zautner

Jan 14~ Debbie Friesch

Jan 15~Kathleen McDonald

Jan 18~Robert Gleaser, Brian Mattke

Jan 19~Myrtle Sell, Peter Martin

Jan 22~ Helen Kueht

Jan23~Laura Linse

Jan 25~Diane Plumley

Jan 28~Ruth Koch

Jan 30~Ed Milbrath

Feb 2~Larry Kramer

Feb 3~Grace Milbrath

Feb 6~Dave Hellekson

Feb 11~Rachel Lewandowski

Feb 12~Jane Bentheimer

Feb 13~Ann Schultz

Feb 14~Russ Buth

Feb 15~ Chris Burrows, Corine Meyer

Feb 16~Michelle Flood

Feb 17~Dave Meyer

Feb 20~Dorothy Wergin, Jim Jurgella & Max Unke

Feb 23~Chris Zemple
Feb 24~Brody Pogantsch, Margaret Buth

Feb 25~Kyle Meyer, Matt Huebner, Melodie Duesterbeck

& Stephanie Schwind

Feb 27~Sue Tabat

Feb 28~Michelle Emmett, Peter Linse


St. John’s Messenger





Jan/Feb 2010








Church phone:


262-593-8630


Office hours:


Mon., Wed., Fri.: 


9am-2pm


Pastor Dean phone:
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Worship Times: June-August 


      Wednesday: 7:00pm


Sunday: 9:00am


Thursday: Bible Study – 7pm





Worship Times: Sept.-May


Wednesday: 7:00pm


Tuesday: Bible Study–7pm





Sundays:


Sunday School - 9:00am


Bible Study – 9:00am


Worship – 10:00am


Children’s Church – 10:00am
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                        What will the New Year bring?


                      Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:


                      Hard to imagine that it is 2010 already!


                      Remember all the fuss made over the year 2000?          


                     We all heard about the doomsday predictions that  


                     might happen to our life with 2YK because of the possibility of the computers not working properly.  Well, 2000 came and went without much of a hitch.


Now it is ten years later.  What have we experienced in the last ten years?


The 9/11 attack on our nation


Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 


Economic woes


Swine flu concerns


______________ your own personal experiences


What will the next ten years bring?


The Bible says “What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.  Is there anything of which one can say, ‘Look! This is something new’?  It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.”   Ecclesiastes 1:9-10





What will this next year bring?  What will the next ten years bring?  The Bible says:  “Nothing new under the sun.”


As long as we live in this old world we will have to contend with the ups and downs of a sinful people living on sinful planet.  Nothing will really be new until the Lord Jesus comes back again to usher in the “New Heavens and the New Earth.”   Revelation 21





Yes, Jesus is coming.  One of these years will be the 


LAST YEAR of this old earth.





Jesus says:  “Behold, I am coming soon!  Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book...Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”  Revelation 22:7,12-13
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If there is anyone who has not been trained in the AV Center and would like to be, please contact Julie Bechtel at 


262-470-4900 to set up a time for training.  


























2009 Memorials





Lucille Reynolds - $390.00


Richard Buth - $2490.00


Myra Stolp - $15.00


Carol Zahn - $265.00


Wilma & Ken Gaugert - $380.00 (in honor of 50th anniversary)


Evelyn Derge - $1020.00














 


 Are we ready for Jesus to come back?  How will we live this next year of 2010?


The Bible says we ought to look forward for Jesus’ Second Coming and be ready by living each day with Him and for Him.  The Apostle Peter says:  “You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming...So then, dear, friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him...But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen.”                II Peter 3:11-12,14,18





As we enter another year, another decade may we remember...


That our sins are forgiven by the blood and righteous of Jesus


That we have received the free gift of eternal life from the Lord


That there is no way our “good works” may contribute to our salvation


That our “good works” are evidence of the saving faith put in our hearts by the Holy Spirit


That we are motivated to do “good works” by the grace of God


That Jesus will come back someday and we are to be ready


That the Lord calls us to use our time, talents, treasure and testimony for Him


Psychologist William Marston asked 3000 people this question:  “What have you to live for?” 94% of the people answered:  “They were simply enduring the present while they ‘waited’ for the future.”





As believers we are not “simply enduring the present” while we wait for the future.  We are “alive with the Spirit” and are called upon by our Lord to live for Him each and every day.





May the new year find us with the same attitude as the Apostle Paul when he wrote:  “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things...I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”   Philippians 3:8, 10-11





May 2010 be a year of growth in Christ for each of us as we eagerly await for Him to return!  May we join with our fellow believers...


In worship


In prayer


In praise


In service


In thanksgiving


In thanks-living


May this year 2010 be a time of giving thanks and glory to our Lord!


Happy New Year,     Pastor Dean


January – Pro Life Month


 Every January we want to remember the pro-life cause in our nation.  It was on January 22, 1973   


 that the Supreme Court decided that our nation would allow abortion-on-demand.  


 Since that time over 45 million unborn children have been killed.





 What shall we do as believers in God’s Word with abortion?





 Jesus said we are to love God and others.   Matthew 22:37-40   The type of “love” God calls us   


 to have is more than emotion.  It is commitment and sacrifice.





 As believers we are to be committed to the welfare of others.  As believers we are also called to 


 be committed to the truth of God’s Word.


 The Bible says that we are not our own and that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.  


 I Corinthians 6:19   Our mission in life is not self-fulfillment or gratification but to care for  


 others  


 and reflect our love for God.  Colossians 3:12


 To remain silent while abortion-on-demand continues is not right.  We are called by God to  


 “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.”  Proverbs


 The Bible clearly teaches that life begins at conception.   Psalm 51 and 90


 The Bible clearly teaches that it is wrong for an individual to murder.  Exodus 20:13


 The Bible also clearly teaches that we are to forgive one another and support one another.





 There are many people who have been hurt by abortion, physically – spiritually – emotionally.


 May we be there for those who are in pain over abortion.  May we also, speak up for the rights of


 the unborn and help those who are pregnant and feel they have nowhere to turn.


 May we be there for them – both the unborn and the mothers who often are left without support  


 from family and friends.  


May we remind them of God’s love and care and be there for them.
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


Christmas Eve Luminaries


The choir would like to thank everyone who gave a memorial for the luminaries. The church collected $909 that will be used to purchase trees and shrubs this spring.





























Adult Choir News


by Julie Bechtel








Adult Choir will resume on Tuesday, Feb. 17th at 6:30pm. We will be practicing for Ash Wed., Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.


New members are always welcome!














At past Thrivent meetings, we've had several requests to have another Church Rummage Sale.  This is usually held in May, when the Sullivan Area Rummage Sale is scheduled.  Because the rummage sale requires a lot of organizing and time, we decided to have a church rummage sale, once, every five years.  This upcoming 2010 would be our year to do this.  Our Thrivent group (Kim, Jean, and Gail) is unable to run and organize this event, due to several circumstances and health issues that have required us to prioritize some things in our personal lives.  


All three of us would be willing to help and work shifts, but we cannot donate the time and energy it requires to run this event. 





 We are requesting for one or several individuals to spearhead the rummage sale.  Gail has all of the past information to hand down to whomever would be in charge.  It takes a lot of volunteers and hours to have this event.  If no-one comes forth by Feb.1st., we will not be having the rummage sale.  Please prayerfully consider giving of your time and talents for this worthwhile cause.  You can contact Kim Gudmundson 262-244-7863, Jean Gaugert 262-593-5372, or Gail Scheid 262-303-4871.  �  


                         Thank You,     Jean, Kim, and Gail











Sermon Series for January-February 2010


  Back in 1933 when Franklin D. Roosevelt became president of the United States he gave his


  famous speech in which he told America, “We have nothing to fear, but fear itself.”  The 


  nation was in the throes of the Great Depression and people were still fearful of the nation’s 


  economy.  Many people had lost their jobs, homes and financial wealth.  It was a time of 


  fear through the land.


  We may not have the same “fears” as our parents and grandparents some 75 years ago, but 


  we still deal with the fear of...


Financial uncertainty


Family struggles


Fighting terrorism


Facing health issues


Feeling the passage of time in our bodies                                                                                    How may we deal with these fears?  Jesus told us we do not have to fear anything.


Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?   Matthew 8:26


So don’t be afraid.  You are worth much more than many sparrows.   Matthew 10:31


Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.    Matthew 10:28


Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  


Luke 12:32                                                                                                                                   To begin the new year of 2010 we will tackle our “fears” with God’s Word...


January 10     Fearing fear     ~     Matthew 8:26


January 17     Fearing worry   ~    Matthew 6:25


January 24     Fearing challenges in life    ~   Matthew 14:27


January 31    Fearing our safety     ~     Matthew 10:28


February 7    The fear of death    ~     John 14:1-3


February 14   The fear of doubt    ~   Luke 24:38


February 17   The Pardoning Word ~ Luke 23:34  [Ash Wednesday]


February 21   The fear of temptation  ~   Luke 4:1-13


February 24   The Promising Word ~ Luke 23:43 [Mid-week Lent 2]


February 28   The fear of unbelief  ~   Luke 13:31-35


March 3   The Faithful Word ~ Matthew 27:46 [Mid-week Lent 3]
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