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Grace is Unfair!  
When it comes to our salvation we are told by 
'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȡ  Ȱ)Ô ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÄÅÐÅÎÄ ÏÎ 
ÍÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÏÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙȢȱ   
Romans 9:16 
 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȩ  0ÈÉÌÉÐ 9ÁÎÃÅÙ ÓÁÙÓȡ  Ȱ'ÒÁÃÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ 
mistake we make in life disqualifies us from 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ  )Ô 
means that no person is beyond redemption, no human stain 
beyond cleansing.  We live in a world that judges people by 
their behavior and requires criminals, debtors and moral 
failures to live with the consequences...even the church finds 
it difficult to forgive those who fall short....Grace is irrational, 
unfair, unjust and only makes sense if I believe in another 
world governed by a merciful God who always offers another 
ÃÈÁÎÃÅȢȱ 
 

The story is told about the forgiveness and healing that 
occurred in South Africa after apartheid ended.  In South 
Africa policemen were promised not to be tried and punished 
if they would come clean and confess their wrong doing.  Mr. 
van de Broek, one of the guilty policemen, confessed his 
crimes and was cleared of any punishment.  Before he was 
released he appeared in a court of law where the mother and 
wife of two of his victims was given the opportunity to speak 
ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ ÓÐÏËÅȡ  Ȱ-ÒȢ ÖÁÎ ÄÅ "ÒÏÅË ÔÏÏË 
all my family away from me, and I still have a lot of love to 
give.  Twice a month, I would like for him to come to the 
ghetto and spend a day with me so I can be a mother to him.  

And I would like Mr. van de Broek to know that he is forgiven by God and that I forgive him 
ÔÏÏȢȱ 
As the elderly woman approached the witness stand to speak forgiveness to Mr. van de 
Broek some in the courtroom began singing Amazing Grace.  Mr. van de Broek, however, 
did not hear the hymn.  He had fainted, overwhelmed by grace and forgiveness. 
 

9ÅÓȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÕÎfair.  Thank the Lord that he has been unfair to us with his mercy! 
ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

Some weeks ago I was visited by a representative of the group known as the 
Missionaries to the Preborn.  This organization began in Milwaukee in 1990.  
Missionaries to the Preborn is the first Christian mission in America dedicated to the  
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ministry of the preborn.  This group is dedicated to finding help for pregnant women 
who feel they have no support and must resort to an abortion.  Missionaries to the 
Preborn will often speak to women on the sidewalk in front of abortion clinics to counsel 
women who are contemplating an abortion.  Since their work began, six of the eight 
abortion clinics in Milwaukee have closed down and abortion has dropped by over 50% 
in Wisconsin. 
 

Each year over a million and a half women have an abortion.  That means over 4000 
unborn children have their lives ended everyday.  To many, abortion seems to be the 
right decision at the time.  But these women are almost always never told the truth 
about abortion. 
 

One woman who had an abortion wrote:  ñIf only I had the courage to give it a chance.  
But I didnôt take time to think it through  --- I just panicked and it was as if I had awoke 
from a nightmare to find my baby gone, Michael gone and nothing left but shame and 
guilt, and a kind of overpowering remorse that can only be felt by someone who had 
everything, and then, selfishly, impulsively, threw it all away.ò 
 

Sometimes because we are all so busy with life we forget that abortions go one 
everyday in our nation.  The Bible speaks of life as beginning at conception.  (Psalm 51)  

The Bible speaks of how God forms us in the womb:  ñFor you formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my motherôs womb.ò  Psalm 139:13 

Unborn babies are human beings, too.  From conception at ... 

¶ 3 weeks the baby has a heart beat 

¶ 6 weeks the babyôs brain waves can be measured 

¶ 8 weeks the babyôs organs are present 

¶ 9 weeks the baby can yawn 

¶ 10 weeks the baby has unique finger prints 

¶ 12 weeks the babyôs organs are functioning and can smile 

Jesus loves the little children!                                                                                       
The representative from the Missionaries to the Preborn told me that they are looking 
for more sidewalk counselors.  Of course, they are always looking for our prayers for 
their work. 
For more information you may call them at 414-462-3399 or on the web 
MissionariesToPreborn.com 
ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

Are we being duped?   

There was a time when the prevailing cultural climate in 
America was saturated with Christian concepts and values.  
Today, the climate is saturated with evolutionary concepts.  
 

What is evolution?   It is a no-god philosophy masquerading 
as science.  As a philosophy it has influence and 
consequences which are far reaching and very damaging.  The foundation of the  
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Gospel has been challenged by evolution, along with the existence of God and the  
val idity of the Bible.  Evolution has taken root in much of American society.  It has 
achieved respectability where it is generally  accepted as fact and it influences and 
dominates the fields of history, economics, philosophy, law, education, psychology, 
lite rature, politics, art and even theology.  
 

 The cultural channels by which evolution indoctrinates society with its propaganda 
includes books, movies, magazines, museums, TV, toys, ads, government and schools.  
It is almost impossible for a person to get an education in America today without 
being contaminated with evolutionary concepts.  By the time a student graduates 
from high school he has been effectively evolutionized!  
 

It is time that we believers recognize evolution for what it is ɀ a no-god religion.  
If you would like some help in countering the claims of evolution a good source is the 
Creation Education Association Update.  CEA offers lectures, books, video tapes and 
other resource materials on creation vs. evolution.  
 

Z òIn the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.ó  Genesis 1:1 
 

Z òFor since the creation of the world Godõs invisible qualities ð his eternal power and 

divine nature  --- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that men are without excuse.ó  Romans 1:20 
 

Z òBy faith we understand that the universe was formed at Godõs command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible.ó   Hebrews 11:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

July/August Sermon Series 

July 7
th
 ð Pastor Borgman 

July 11
th
 ð Pastor Fleischman 

July 14 & 18
th
 Pastor OõConnor 

July 21 & 25 ð The 6
th
 Commandment 

July 28 & August 1 ð The 7
th
 Commandment 

August 4 & 8 ð The 8
th
 Commandment 

August 11 & 15 ð 9
th
 and 10

th
 Commandment 

August 18 & 22 -  Living with God ~ Ecclesiastes 3:12-15 

August 25 & 29 ð Being Misunderstood ~ Psalm 140 

 

 
 

The Pick N Save account number for our Ladies Aid was incorrect in our previous 
newsletter. The correct number is 772450. Ask the person at the service desk to tie 
this number in with your pick n save card and St. Johnès Ladies Aid will receive a 
percentage of all purchases and send us a check reflecting that amount quarterly. 
Any questions contact Bev Kramer at 262-593-8607. Thank You!!  
 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW ST. JOHNõS COOKBOOK FOR THE 150
TH

! 

 The last cookbook the congregation of St. John's published was 20 years 
ago.  So let's spice it up at bit and gather up your favorite recipes or any 

secret recipes you're ready to share as we are publishing a new cookbook.  
The forms to submit your recipe s will be available in 

July.  Proceeds from the sale of the cookbook will 
benefit a group yet to be determined.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Kim Hellekson at 

262-593-2667 or e-mail: kmhellekson@yahoo.com.  

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Lord...Who ð me?  

Who˿me?  Teach Sunday School?   I m̃ sure 

I m̃ not qualified.   Someone else would be 

better spoken, more knowledgeable, get along 

with the kids better.   Find someone else, 

Lord.   I don t̃ have the time ˿I m̃ too  busy!   

Find someone else, Lord.   Surely you can t̃ 

use me.   I m̃ no Moses, and I certainly can t̃ 

teach like Paul.   Oh y˾ou r̃e right.   Moses 

thought someone else would do better too, 

didn t̃ he.   And Paul wasn t̃ a preacher, he 

simply used the words you gave h im.  In fact, 

the apostles were ordinary people weren t̃ 

they?   Fishermen, tax collectors ˿regular 

people who did great things in your name.   

David was only a shepherd boy and look what 

he accomplished with your help.   All these 

people had help.   Do you thin k you could help 

me too?   With your help ˿maybe I could try!   

I l̃l call the church today!  
262-593-8630 or  Jayne Jenks at 262-593-2490  

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

Train a child in the 

way he should go, and 

when he is old he will 

not turn from it.  

Proverbs 22:6 

mailto:kmhellekson@yahoo.com
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NEWS from the 150
th

 Anniversary Committee 

The theme for the 150
th
 Anniversary is; REMEMBER, REJOICE and 

REACH OUT.  

In order to celebrate God's grace and mercy which He has lavished on our 
congregation for the past 150 years, the 150th committee of our congregation is 
providing an opportunity for us to show our thankfulness to the Lord for His 
blessings. We have been asked by Concordia Theological Seminary of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana to help one of the Seminary students with his educational expenses as he 
prepares himself for the pastoral ministry. From the Seminary we have been 
provided with a brief biographical sketch of this student. 

His name is Mathias Hohls.   He is from South Africa where he graduated 
from the University of Pretoria.   He also has studied at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Oberursel, Germany.   Mathias is described by 
Prof. John Pless of the Seminary as a "...young man of high moral 
character, sterling character, excellent academic capacity and a 

commitment to dili gence..." 
Mathias is the son of a retired pastor in South Africa.   His family is not in a 
position to support him with all of his financial needs for his education.   
Because he is not a citizen of the United States, he is not eligible for the 
student loans  and grants that are typically available to other students.  
Our 150th anniversary committee decided that Mathias would be a good way to 
show our thankfulness to the Lord by contributing to Mathias' financial needs. In 

order to facilitate this, our congregation will schedule 4 different collections 
throughout the next year for Mathias.  The collections will take place at the end of 
June, September, December and March. Once everything is collected for Mathias, 

the offering will be sent to the Seminary to be used for Mathias' tuition and 
educational expenses. 

 Prof. John Pless of the Seminary writes:  "Mathias continued work with us would 
equip him for such a path even as it will prepare him for service as a Lutheran 
pastor either here in the States or back in his native South Africa."      Mathias 

himself has written us:  "In order for me to remain at Ft. Wayne...it is necessary 
that I...have financial support.  I am heavily reliant on the generosity of individual 

sponsors." 

May we be led by the Lord's grace  and guidance. 
The 150th anniversary committee of  

St. John's Lutheran Church  
×××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××× 
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Congratulations to our Graduates! 

College Graduates 2010 

Aaron Linse, Emily Linse, Melissa Ritter & David Jones 

 

High School Graduates 2010 

Chris Zemple, Peter Linse, Rachel Lewandowski,  

Kaitlin Hellekson & Kevin Welczyk 

 

8
th

 Grade Graduates 

Rachel Bechtel, Alyssa Giaimo,  

Emma Lewandowski, Holly Burrows 

Jimmy Gudmundson, Nicole Pugh, &  Hannah Pogantsch  

May God Bless you and guide you as you 

continue your journey! 

 

Our Church rummage sale was a huge success thanks to so many who gave 

of their time to help set up, work, bake and clean up. 

Carol & Russ Buth did a fantastic job running it. (Carol 

even said it was fun, so we know who to  ask to run 

our next one!!) Also a big thank you to everyone who 

donated their stuff.  We collected $1135.55, it has 

been decided that we will purchase padded folding 

chairs for the fellowship hall. Thanks again!                      

  
2010 CHURCH PICNIC  

Bo b & Karen Gartzke have once again graciously opened up 

their home and swimming pool for our annual church picnic. 

The date is Sunday, July 25
th

 at 11am.  Thrivent is providing the 

meat, buns, ice cream, beverages and paper products. You are 

asked to bring a dish to pass. There is a signup sheet on the 

bulletin board in the narthex for family name, number of people 

coming and what your dish is.  

There will be minnow races and a bean bag toss tournament  for 

all ages!  Lots of other games for the kids. Donõt forget your 

swim suit and a couple lawn chairs. For directions to Gartzkeõs 

see Julie in the office.  
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150th Anniversary of St. John½s Lutheran Church 
The second 25 Years ð 1887-1911 ð Part 2 of 6 by Scott Buth 

 
Installed in 1882, Rev. T.G Gruber, announced on December 

27 th  1887 that he would deliver his farewell 
sermon 4 days later on January 1 st, 1888.  
 
Calling on the guidance of God the congregation 
sent out a call to Rev. G. Shilling, who was serving 
a congregation in nearby Washington County. Rev. 
Shilling accepted the call with a salary of $ 
525.00/year. Rev. Shilling would serve the 

congregation for this entire time period.  
 
The year following his call  (1889), the congregation erected a 
Barn to accommodate Rev. Shillingõs Animals. Remember, there 
still are no roads, only dirt paths, and all travel is by Horse and 
Buggy. In 1891, the congregation did renovations to the church 
that was built 21 years befo re. In 1903, Mr. Wm. Zautner 
refinished all of the church pews.  
 
In 1905 a parcel of land was purchased from Mr. Carl Wenzel, 
for the purpose of expanding the cemetery, Rev. G. Shilling is 
buried in our Cemetery.  
 
During his tenure, Rev. G. Shilling delive red all of his messages 
in German.  At this time there s till is  no electricity in the rural 
areas. The candles really meant something.  
 
The following are some interesting developments during this 
time period, but it is still going to be awhile before the 
conveniences of the big cities and the industrial revolution 
make there way to Golden Lake. We are still 100 yrs. away from 
a Sunday with a Vi deo Screen and Air Conditioning!  
 

 



 9 

                                     Historical Events      1887 - 1911 

Year Event 

1887 US Senate approves naval base lease of Pearl Harbor  

1887 1st salaried fish & game warden (William Alden Smith in Michigan)  
1887 In Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania the first Groundhog Day is observed  
1888 George Eastman patents 1st roll - film camera & registers "Kodak"  
1888 National Geographic magazine publishes for 1st time  
1888 John Reid of Scotland demonstrates golf to Americans (Yonkers NY)  

1889 

The Coca -Cola Company, then known as the Pemberton Medicine 
Company, is originally incorporat ed in Atlanta, Georgia.  

1889 Wall Street Journal begins publishing  
1889 North Dakota becomes 39th & South Dakota becomes 40th state  

  1890 1st US college - level dairy school opens at University of Wisconsin  
1890 Daughters of American Revolution organizes  
1890 Denton True "Cy" Young pitched his 1st major league baseball game  

1891 

A Hatfield marries a McCoy, ends long feud in West Virginia it started 
with an accusation of pig -stealing & lasted 20 years  

1891 1st travelers checks issued (American Express)  
1891 James Naismith creates the game of basketball  
1892 General Electric Company, forms & is incorporated in NY  
1892 George Sampson patents clothes dryer  
1892 1st concrete -paved street built (Bellefountaine, Ohio)  
1893 Nabisco Foods invents Cream of Wheat  
1893 1st Ferris wheel premieres (Chicago's Columbian Exposition)  
1893 Henry Ford completes his 1st useful gas motor  
1894 The state of New York enacts the nation's first dog - licensing law  
1894 Decision to hold modern Olympics every 4 year s 
1894 Karl Benz of Germany receives US patent for gasoline -driven auto  
1895 Daniel David Palmer gives the first chiropractic adjustment.  
1895 British inventor Birt Acres patents film camera/projector  
1895 Volleyball invented by W G Morgan in Massachusetts  
1896 1st demonstration of an X - ray machine in US (NYC)  
1896 Tootsie Roll introduced by Leo Hirshfield  
1896 Dow Jones begins an index of 12 industrial stocks (closing is 40.94)  

1897 

The Boston subway opens, becoming the first underground rapid 
transit system in North America.  

1897 Brooklyn's last day as a city, it incorporates into NYC (1/1/1898)  
1897 1st Boston Marathon won by John McDermott of NY in 2:55:10  
1898 US declares war on Spain over Cuba  
1898 Post Office authorizes use of po stcards  
1898 Will Kellogg invents Corn Flakes  
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1899 The first known use of the word automobile, was seen in an editorial 
in The New York Times.  

1899 Bayer registers aspirin as a trademark.  

1899 Carnation processes its 1st can of evaporated milk  

  1900 Hamburger created by Louis Lassing in Connecticut  
1900 US currency goes on gold standard  
1900 US Post Office issues 1st books of postage stamps  
1901 Oil discovered in Texas  
1901 Memorial Day 1st observed in US  
1901 1st woman to go over Niagara Falls in a barrel (Anna Taylor)  
1902 American Automobile Association (AAA) founded in Chicago  
1902 J C Penney opens his 1st store in Kemmerer, Wyo  
1902 1st National Bowling Championship held (Chicago, Ill)  
1903 1st baseball World Series, Pitts Pirates vs Boston Pilgrims (Red Sox)  

1903 

The first race at The Milwaukee Mile in West Allis, Wisconsin is held. It 
is the oldest major speedway in the world.  

1903 Ford Motor Co sells 1st Model A car  
1904 Ice cream cone makes its debut  
1904 1st Buddhist temple  in US forms, Los Angeles  
1904 Wilbur Wright makes his 1st airplane flight  
1905 1st forest fire lookout tower placed in operation, Greenville, Me  
1905 Las Vegas Nevada founded  
1905 Intercollegiate Athletic Assn of US founded (becomes NCAA in 1910)  
1906 Einstein introduces his Theory of Relativity  
1906 T Roosevelt is 1st pres to visit other countries (P Rico & Panama)  
1906 Roald Amundsen discovers Magnetic South Pole  
1907 Royal Oil & Shell merge to form British Petroleum (BP)  
1907 World's 1st air  force established (US Army)  
1907 For 1st time a ball drops at Times Square to signal new year  
1908 1st Mother's Day observed (Phila)  
1908 Henry Ford introduces Model T car (costs $825)  
1908 1st credit union in US forms (Manchester NH)  

1909 1st US university school of nursing established, Univ of Minn  
1909 Joan of Arc declared a saint  
1909 16th Amendment approved (power to tax incomes)  

  1910 1st junior high schools in US opens (Berkeley Calif)  
1910 The Boy Scouts of America is founded  
1910 Father's Day celebrated for 1st time (Spokane, Wash)  
1911 1st old -age home opened in Prescott, Ariz  
1911 Supreme Court dissolves Standard Oil (Sherman Antitrust Act)  
1911 1st running of Indianapolis 500 
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         NoahÞs Ark Day 
 

WHERE:   St. JohnÞs Lutheran Church 
of Sullivan (1.5 mi. east of Sullivan on hwy 18) 
WHEN:  Thursday, August 12th  8:30am -  1:45pm 
WHO: ALL children ages 4 yrs to 5th  grade 

*Noahõs Ark Day = fun, 

food, games, crafts, music 

and learning about  

Noahõs Ark 
 

For more info call 262-593-8630 

 
 



 12  

JULY/AUGUST VOLUNTEERS 
ELDERS  
7/4   7:45am ï Dave Hellekson  
7/4   9:15am ï Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 
7/7   Bob Gartzke 
7/11 7:45am ï Keith Pogantsch   
7/11 9:15am ï Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 
7/14 Bob Saeger 
7/18 7:45am ï Dennis Linse 
7/18 9:15am ï Keith Pogatntsch & Bob Gartzke 
7/21 Dave Hellekson 
7/25  7:45am ï Jim Jurgella 
7/25 9:15am ï Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 
7/28 Keith Pogantsch 
8/1 7:45am ï Bob Gartzke 
8/1 9:15am ï Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 
8/4 Dennis Linse 
8/8 7:45am ï Bob Saeger 
8/8 9:15am ï Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 
8/11 Jim Jurgella                                        
8/15 7:45am ï Dave Hellekson 
8/15 9:15am ï Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 
8/18 Bob Gartzke 
8/22 7:45am ï Keith Pogantsch   
8/22 9:15am ï Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 
8/25 Bob Saeger 
8/29 7:45am ï Dennis Linse 
8/29 9:15- Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 
9/1 Dave Hellekson 

USHER/GREETERS 
7/4     Nick Burrows & Chris Zemple 
7/7 Larry & Bev Kramer 
7/11 Mark & Caleb Jenks 
7/14 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 
7/18 Bob Chaveriat & Ron Duesterbeck 
7/21 Jim & Jerry Adsit 
7/25 Rachel & Abby Lewandowski 
7/28 David & Wes Jones 
8/1 Jim & Cathy Wleczyk 
8/4 Tony & Marge Kokan 
8/8 Julie Pogantsch & Karen Gartzke 
8/11 Dave & Cindy Nelson 
8/15   Brad & Julie Bechtel 
8/18 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek 
8/22 Kim & Kaitlin Hellekson 
 

   8/25 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter 
8/29 Gail & Dennis Scheid 
9/1 Larry & Bev Kramer 
 

ORGANISTS: 
6/30 & 7/4 Gaige  

7/7 & 7/11 Donna  

7/14 Gaige  

7/ 18 & 7/2 1  Donna  

7/2 5 & 7/28   Gaige  

8/1 & 8/4 & 8/8  Donna  

8/11 & 8/15 Gaige  

8/18 & 8/22  Gaige  

8/25 & 8/29  Donna  
 

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHS 
  7/4  Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 
  7/7 Gaige Kerr 
  7/11 Peter & Chris Martin 
  7/14 John & Lynn Ritter 
  7/18  Kim Hellekson & Julie P 
  7/21 Wes & Pam Jones 
  7/25 Julie & Brad Bechtel 
  7/28 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 
  8/1 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 
  8/4 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 
  8/8 Pete & Chris Martin 
  8/11John & Lynn Ritter 
  8/15 Kim Hellekson & Julie P 
  8/18 Wes & Pam Jones  
  8/22 Julie & Brad Bechtel                          
  8/25 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 
  8/28 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 
  9/1 Gaige Kerr     
 

ALTAR GUILD 
July ~ VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

August ~ VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

JULY/AUGUST  ANNIVERSARIES  
7/11 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz  
7/12 Ron & Deborah Duesterbeck 
7/13 Kim & Lance Gudmundson  

  7/25 Gil & Evelyn Gaguert  
  7/27 Jeff & Jennifer Seisser 
8/6 Dennis & Laura Linse  
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8/6 Cathy & Jim Wleczyk  
8/11 Chris & Sara Karnatz  
8/21 Russ & Carol Buth  
8/24 Joyce & Paul Lewandowski 
8/25 David & Nancy Flood  
8/25 Sharon & Tony Pugh 
8/28 Wes & Pam Jones 
           

JULY/AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
7/1 Alex Martin & Pauline Schlais  
7/3 James Nehls 
7/4 Eugene Hanneman & Erv Fitzke  
7/5 Lance Gudmundson 
7/6 Lucille Schulfer & Kaitlin Hellekson  
7/7 Todd Tabat 
7/8 Bill Gaugert  
7/9 Tim Heimerl  
7/11 Beverly Mueller  
7/12 Sharon McKnight & Jill Kukla  
7/15 Holly Burrows & Clarice Stockfleth  
7/18 Bob Chaveriat 
7/19 Abby Jenks 
7/20 Sandra Gooch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7/25 Cathy Wleczyk & Paul Kriewaldt  
7/26 Amanda Schellinger 
7/27 Chris Martin  
8/2 Cindy Nelson  
8/5 Dorothy Gartzke & Ed Rowland  
8/7 Keith Pogantsch 
8/8 Sarah Gudmundson 
8/10 Gabby Pogantsch  
8/13 Kim Gudmundson & Melissa  Ritter                                     

8/15 David Flood  
8/16 Pam Jones 
8/17 Paul Brigowatz & Greg Buth  
8/18 Nathan Zemple 
8/20 Beverly Litt  
8/22 Harriet Aumann  
8/23 Emma Lewandowski 
8/24 Cora Pugh 
8/25 Eugene Pagel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

cd 
Godõs Richest Blessings to each and 

everyone of you on your special days! 

ba 
 

LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN  
When I say that 'I am a Christian', I am not shouting that 'I am clean living.  
I'm whispering 'I was lost, but now I'm found and forgiven.'  
 

When I say 'I am a Christian' I don't speak of this with pride.  
I'm confessing that I stumble and need Christ to be my guide.  
When I say 'I am a Christian' I'm not trying to be strong.  
I'm professing that I'm weak and need His strength to carry on.  
When I say 'I am a Christian' I'm not bragging of success.  
I'm admitting I have failed and need God to clean my mess.  
 

When I say 'I am a Christian' I'm not claiming to be perfect.  
My flaws are far too visible, but God believes I am worth it.  
 

When I say 'I am a Christian' I still feel the sting of pain.  
I have my share of heartaches, so I call upon His name.  
 

When I say 'I am a Christian' I'm not holier than thou,   
I'm just a simple sinner who received God's good grace, somehow! 
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IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς the 3rd Commandment    Exodus 20:8-11 
Dear Worshipers of the Lord:  
Why were you created?  Why were you given life?  Was it to... 
¶ Spend your days working to make ends meet 
¶ Spend your days finding way to be fulfilled with the things of this world 
¶ Spend your days only to find out that one day you will have no more days to spend 

You and I were created for one reason:   To worship God!  
People who do not worship God live empty lives.  They try to fill up their lives with the 
things of this world:  goods, fame and relationships. 
King Solomon was the richest man in the world.  He was king. He had power, fame and 
wealth, yet he wrote that he was empty on the inside.  He wrote in the Old Testament that 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 'ÏÄ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÌÅÓÓȢ 5ÔÔÅÒÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÌÅÓÓȢȱ 
 

4×Ï ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÅÎÄÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÈÁÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
offer.  They both had fame, money and influence.  Yet, from reading about their lives they 
were empty on the inside.  Both of them died tragic deaths. 
-ÁÒÉÌÙÎ -ÏÎÒÏÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÐÐÁÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÈÅÒ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ  &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
outside looking in one would have thought she had everything:  fame, fortune, fans.  She 
had everything this world could offer but she felt empty.  She turned to drugs to make it 
through each day. 
Elvis was surrounded by fame and fortune.  By the mid-ρωφπȭÓ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÅÍÐÔy, too, 
even though he was the number one box office hit in Hollywood.  It was said that he, too, 
was empty on the inside.  He turned to drugs.  He started reading mystical writings to find 
something to feed his soul. Both had everything but inside they were empty, empty, empty!   
Why? 
Because our souls can only be filled with God.   Our souls need an active relationship 
with Him.  Our souls need to be in touch with Him everyday through prayer and worship. 
The Lord gave us the 3rd commandment for our own good.  He knows more about life that 
we do.  He wants us to have a meaningful relationship with Him.  He wants us to have a 
reason to live that goes beyond this world.  He wants to fill us up with His presence.  He 
wants to give us rest for our bodies and souls. 
 

I.  What is worship?  Worship is realizing the worth of God.   It is the way by which we 
express our value of something. 
Worship is saying to God:  Ȱ) ÖÁÌÕÅ ÙÏÕȢȱ   Lord, I value you enough to...  
Z Join with other believers to worship you 
Z Read my Bible and sing songs of praise to you 
Z Speak with You everyday through prayer and hear You speak to me through the 

Word 
Psalm 100 says: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Serve the Lord with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs.  Know that the Lord is God.  It is he who made us, and we are 
his; we are his people...give thanks to him and praise his name. 
Worship is giving God honor by...  
Z Attending worship services 
Z Spending time in His Word 
Z Using our gifts to work in His kingdom 



 15  

Z Encouraging one another in our walk of faith 
This 3rd ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔ ÓÁÙÓ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ $ÁÙȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
day was Saturday for the Jewish people.  When Jesus came to fulfill the law the Christians 
ÃÈÏÓÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ $ÁÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ $ÁÙ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ $ÁÙ 
ÏÆ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔ $ÁÙ ÏÆ #ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ  3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÄ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ $ÁÙȢ  
But we are not under the Old Testament law when it comes to choosing a day for worship.  
We may choose any day to set aside for spiritual rest and to join in an assembly with fellow 
believers. 
Psalm 150 reminds us: Praise the Lord.  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 

heavens...Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord. 
 

))Ȣ   (Ï× ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ $Áy honored by us? 
We honor God by receiving His Word eagerly.  
Acts 13:48   ȰȢȢȢÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÌÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢȢȢȱ 

Acts 17:11  ȰȢȢȢÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÅÁÇÅÒÎÅÓÓȢȢȢȱ 

Jesus told the parable of the seed and the soil in Luke 8:4-15.   A certain farmer scattered his 

seed on the soil and...     Some of the seed fell along the path.  The birds ate the seeds which 
are like people who hear the Word of God but the devil comes along and takes the Word 
from their hearts. Some of the seed fell on the rock and when it came up it withered 
because it had no root which are like people who receive the Word with joy but when 
testing comes they fall away from faith. Some of the seed fell among the thorns which 
eventually was smothered by the weeds which are like people who hear the Word but are 
ÃÈÏËÅÄ ÂÙ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÏ× ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ But, some of the seed fell 
on the good soil.  It came up and produced a crop 100 times more than what was sown.  It 
represents people who hear the Word, keep it and produce in their lives the fruits of faith 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
4ÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ 0ÁÕÌ ×ÒÏÔÅȡ  Ȱ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ Ä×ÅÌÌ ÉÎ ÙÏÕ ÒÉÃÈÌÙ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ 
admonish one another...and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual sÏÎÇÓȢȢȢȱ   
Colossians 3:15f 

We honor God and His Word by Ȱ2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ $ÁÙȢȱ  The word 
Ȱ2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÅÂÒÅ× /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÍÅÁÎÓȢȢȢ 
¶ To fix = remember = firmly embedded like nails 
¶ To keep = devoted to God and separated from other days 

God wants us to find this rest for our souls but also for our bodies.  In Exodus 20:9-11 he 

instructs us to take one day out of our week to rest physically from our labor. 
I heard a story of two groups of people who rushed to California back in 1849 as part of the 
gold rush. One group stopped every Sunday for worship and rest as they travelled  
The other group did not want to stop for anything and pushed on hoping to get there first 
for all the gold.  They did not stop to worship God. Both groups left from the same place at 
the same time. Which group reached California first?  Which group was well rested 
physically and spiritually?  The group that stopped each Sunday to worship the Lord 
 

7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ !cts:   
Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ and to the fellowship, to the 
ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÂÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢȢȢȱ 
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The Bible says:  òEvery Word of God is flawless; He is a shield to those who take refuge 

ÉÎ (ÉÍȢȱ  Proverbs 30    Ȱ4ÁËÅ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ  II 
Corinthians 10:5b 

)))Ȣ   (Ï× ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ $ÁÙ $ÉÓÈÏÎÏÒÅÄȩ 
  By refusing to hear and obey His Word. 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ *Å×Ó ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÄÁÙȡ  Ȱ(Å ×ÈÏ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÈÅÁÒÓ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÓÁÙÓȢ  
The ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢȱ  John 8:47 

*ÁÍÅÓ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȡ  Ȱ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄȢȢȢÄÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÁÙÓȢȱ  James 1:22 

Worship is a habit.    I have read that if you do something 14 days in a row it becomes a 
habit. 
In Luke 4:16 we read about Jesus going to the synagogue on the Sabbath Day and it was His 

custom.  (Habit)  Jesus true God and true Man while on earth made worship a habit. 
Worship is a habit.  It can be a habit to come and it may also be a habit to stay away. 
Hebrews 10:25  Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÂÉÔ ÏÆ ÄÏÉÎÇȟ 

ÂÕÔ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÙ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÉÎÇȢȱ 
One church planned a Ȱ.Ï %ØÃÕÓÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȱȢ  The announcement read this way: 
      To make it possible for everyone to attend church next Sunday...  
× Cots will be placed in the foyer for those - say, Sunday is my only day to sleep in 
× Murine will be available for those with tired eyes...from watching TV too late on 

Saturday night 
× Steel helmets will be provided for those who say, The roof would cave in if I ever 

came to church 
× Blankets will be provided for those who think the church is too cold and fans for 

those who think the church is too hot 
× We will have hearing aids for those who say the pastor speaks too softly and cotton 

for those who say he preaches too loudly 
× Some relatives will be in attendance for those who like to go visiting on Sunday 
× There will be 100 TV dinners for those who cannot go to church and cook dinner also 
× One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to seek God in 

nature 
3ÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÎÅØÔ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ $ÁÙȦ 
7Å ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȢ  7Å ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ 
find the rest that our souls need.  We come to worship to remember who we are and why 
we are here.  We come to worship to keep our lives balanced and to find fulfillment in our 
Lord.  We come to worship to be reminded that Jesus kept this commandment for me and 
ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÓ ÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÆÁÉÌȢ  7Å ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÓÔ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÎ (ÅÂÒÅ×Óȡ  Ȱ&ÏÒ 
ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÅÎÔÅÒÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÓÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÓÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ×ÏÒËȢȢȢ,ÅÔ ÕÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÍÁËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÓÔȢȱ  Hebrews 4:10-11 

We come to worship as the Bible says:   
4Ï ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÏÕÒ #ÒÅÁÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢȱ 
Let us Worship ɀ Give God is worth and glory. 
 
 

In Christ, Pastor Dean 
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES May 2010 
 
The May 11, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple led a devotion 
and opened with a prayer.  
Present at the meeting were:  Pastor Zemple, Lynn Ritter, John Ritter, Brad Bechtel, Bob Gartzke, 
Bob Saeger, Ron Duesterbeck, Dennis McKnight, Wes Jones, Mark Jenks, Amanda Schellinger, David 
Hellekson, and Jim Jurgella.  
The minutes from the April 2010 Council meeting were read.  Jim Jurgella motioned and Brad 
Bechtel seconded the motion to accept the minutes. The motion carried.   
Amanda Schellinger presented the treasurerõs report  
Wes Jones motioned and Bob Gartzke seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual 
audit.  The motion carried.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Last month Brad Bechtel and Bill Gaugert had brought in bids from contractors to remodel the 
rental house.  Since then, Dave Meyer was getting bids from other builders.  Wes Jones, Bob 
Gartzke, and John Ritter will meet with Dave Meyer to make sure that he is getting bids that are 
comparable in structure.  
 

Brad had spoken about our need for a different copier and Dave Meyer has donated a copier that is 
in good shape.  This is a commercial copier and basically just needs t o be installed.  Council thanks 
Dave for his generous gift.  
 

Bob Saeger talked about our churchõs 150th anniversary. They are deciding on a theme from a list of 
twelve for this event.  The committee is also deciding on maybe having a monument with a time 
capsule in which a member could write something down about their family (for example) and put in 
into the time capsule.  Another idea was to redo the front stoop with bricks that have your name 
engraved in it.   
 

Ken Meyer had contacted a company that provi des a structure to house cremation urns. A 48 urn 
unit would cost $7,000.00 plus the cost of the foundation.  This idea will be brought up to the voters 
to see if there is an interest.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
May 22nd we will try to have a yard clean up.  At that ti me maybe Dave Meyer will grind out some of 
the stumps.  Some of the shrubs around the front of the church may need to be taken out.  
 

PASTORõS REPORT 
Pastor noted the time changes for the summer services between and including Memorial Day and 
Labor Day.  Service times will be 7:45 am and 9:15 am.  
Vacation Bible School will be a one day program.  Fliers will be sent out in the neighborhoods and it 
will be entitled Noahõs Ark Day which would be held in the 1st or 2nd week of August. 
Council has decided to hold  consecration Sunday for the fourth time.  A Committee will be formed 
and planning will get under way.   
Pastor talked about a national offering being asked for by LCMS.  This offering would be used for 
four areas of mission and ministry. Congregational offerings will be taken in the next two weeks.  
Pastor talked about a request for supporting a student at the Fort Wayne Seminary.  The student is 
from South Africa and canõt get loans or grants since he is not a citizen and there is no help from 
home.  Bob Saeger said that he would discuss it with the 150 th committee to see if this is something 
they would like to contribute to.  
Pastor logged 26 member visits, 2 group studies, 1 funeral, and 6 meetings outside of church during 
the past month.  
Council adjourned and closed with the Lords Prayer  

 

 



 18  

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES June 2010  
 

The June 8, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple led a 
devotion and opened with a prayer.  
Present at the meeting were:  Pastor Zemple, Lynn Ritter, John Ritter, Gail Scheid, Brad 
Bechtel, Ron Duesterbeck, Dave Meyer, Dennis McKnight, Wes Jones, Amanda Schellinger, 
David Hellekson. 
The minutes from the May Council meeting were read.  Brad Bechte l motioned and Wes 
Jones seconded the motion to accept the minutes. The motion carried.   
Amanda Schellinger presented the treasurerõs report  
Gail Scheid motioned and Brad Bechtel seconded the motion to accept the report pending 
the annual audit.  The mot ion carried.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Brad brought in a bid for remodeling the rental house from Dean Riecher which is our 
fourth bid and would cost $73,000.00.  Deanõs price was significantly lower than the 
previous low bid by $10,000.00.   Deanõs bid covered the same construction as the 
other bids including a garage.  Dave Meyer also brought in a bid for the rental house.   
Dave would act as the general contractor and had contacted contractors for specific 
work (electrical, plumbing, carpentry, etc). This bid would range between $35,000.00 
and $45,000.00 and would not include a garage but would include instead fixing up 
the garage that is already there. We will be making a sheet that will compare the two 
bids once more at the next meeting.  
Dave Meyer also mentioned that another option is to sell the house as is, and put on a 
deed restriction on the title, in which St. Johns would have first refusal, so you could 
control who lived there.  The property could be worth $100,000.00 to $125,000.00.  
Originally we were planni ng on spreading new bark mulch around the church this 
spring, but we have decided to wait until next spring so the bark will be fresher for 
the 150th anniversary of St. Johns. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
No new business. 
 

PASTORõS REPORT 

Pastor suggested a six week sermon theme involving family relationships.  The series would 
start after Labor Day.  There is a movie entitled òTo Save a Lifeó which ties into this sermon 
series. We could show the movie on a weekend night and use the event as a community 
outreach.  
The cost of the movie and all of the materials involv ed would be $150.00  Dave Hellekson 
motioned and Dennis McKnight seconded the motion to purchase the movie materials and go 
ahead.  Motion carried.  
Vacation Bible School is a one day event and will be August 12 th from 8:30 a.m. until 1:45 
p.m.  The planning meeting will be June 22 nd at 7:30 at church.  We would canvas the area 
neighborhoods for two Saturdays before the actual date to distribute flyers.  
By the next council meeting we will need to come up with a da te for the next Consecration 
Sunday and get a committee formed.  Try to think of people we could ask to be on the 
committee.  Consecration Sunday will probably be in December.  
Pastor logged 19 member visits, 2 group studies, 1 baptism, 1 wedding, 1 circuit  meeting, 
and 2 chapel services during May. 
Council adjourned and closed with the Lord õs Prayer 
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