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Forgiveness  

 

                      October 2, 2006 was a typical fall day in Lancaster  
                County, Pennsylvania.  
 

¶ Birds could be heard in chirping in the distance 

¶ The clip-ŎƭƻǇ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ƘƻƻŦǎ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 

side 

¶ Buggies could be seen heading down back country roads 

But, that peace was shattered when the sound of gunfire was 
heard from inside an Amish school.  By the time police broke 
into the one -room schoolhouse they found 5 students shot 
dead and the gunman who had committed suicide.  
 

This shooting took place at the West Nickel Mi nes Amish 
school in Lancaster County.  The man who committed this 
crime was known by the Amish.  He lived among them and 
hauled the milk from their farms to market.  
 

Why did this man decide to enter that schoolhouse that day 
with a gun and commit such a cr ime?  He blamed God for the 
death of his baby daughter nine years earlier.  He said he 
could not forgive God for taking his daughter who died twenty 
minutes after her birth.  So, he thought he was getting back 
at God by shooting ten Amish school students killing five of 
them.  
 

Reporters, photographers and video crews came from around 
the world to tell this tragic story.  But underneath the 
horrible tragedy, there began to develop another story that 
the world would soon hear about:  the forgiveness of the 
Amish people. 
 

The afternoon of the shooting an Amish grandfather of one of 
the children who was killed expressed forgiveness toward the 
killer.  Amish neighbors visited the family of the killer to 
comfort them in their sorrow and pain.  Amish mourners 
outnumbered the non -Amish at the killerõs funeral. 
The Amish immediately forgave the killer and showed 
compassion toward his family.  
 

 
 

 
Church phone: 

262-593-8630 
Office hours:  

Mon., Wed., Fri.:  
9am-2pm 

Pastor Dean phone: 
cell: 920 -723-6955 

home: 262-593-8624 
 

Pastor Dean e-mail:  
dzemple@hotmail.com 

 

Church e-mail:  
stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net  

 

Church web address: 
www.stjohns -sullivan.com 

 
Worship Times: June -August  
      Wednesday: 7:00pm  

Sunday: 9:00am  
Thursday: Bible Study ð 7pm 

 

Worship Times: Sept. -May 
Wednesday: 7:00pm  

Tuesday: Bible Study ð7pm  

 

Sundays: 
Sunday School - 9:00am  

Bible Study ð 9:00am  
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The reporters from around the world asked the question that was on everybodyõs 
mind:  How could the Amish forgive this man?  

 

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO.   Luke 23:34 
 

The first words from Jesusõ dying lips were words of forgiveness. 
After being mocked, beaten and whipped, Jesus was laid down upon the cross with his 
arms stretched along the crossbeams and at the center of the open palms, the point of 
a huge iron nail was placed which was driven into the wood by the blow of a mallet.   
At this moment of inconceivable horror the voice of Jesus was heard, not is a scream 
of natural agony but in a prayer of Divine Compassion for his brutal murderers:  
 

        FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. 
 

How could Jesus forgive his murderers in this way?  How could he forgive us for all of 
our sins against him? 
Only the Suffering Servant-Son can pray such a prayer and speak such a word. 
Are we able to forgive those who sin against us?  How often arenõt we... 

¶ Quick to condemn 

¶ Slow to forgive 

¶ Long on holding grudges 

¶ Want to get even and settle the score 

¶ Store our grievances up for another day whey they might become useful 

How can we forgive?   
 

FORGIVENESS DOES NOT START WITH US ð FORGIVENESS STARTS WITH GOD. 
Jesus is the Perfect Forgiver, the Absolver par excellence, who came to forgive us.  
The Bible says:  òBut if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in 
our defense ð Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.ó   I John 2:1 
Jesus is our Defense Lawyer.   Jesus pleads for you and me before the throne of grace 
in heaven. 
We are able to forgive because we have been forgiven.  The same forgiveness that 
flows from the heart of Jesus flows through your forgiven heart set free to forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Forgiveness freely given by God, freely  received through faith, is also freely 
distributed in love.  
How can we forgive?  By receiving Godõs forgiveness and living in His grace. 
òBe kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.ó  Ephesians 4:32 
 

Want to hear more about God½s forgiveness and grace?  Join us for our Lenten 
worship each Wednesday beginning at 7:00 PM.  We meet throughout the month 
of March for Lenten worship at 7:00 PM on Wednesday evenings.  We also invite 

you to join us for the Wednesday Lenten meals beginning at 5:30 PM.  
 

7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÍÍÅÒÓÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  
 7Å ÁÒÅ ÍÉÎÎÏ×Ó ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÅÁÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙȢ 
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Our church survey  
Recently our congregation was evaluated by an organization called Natural Church 
Development.  Through a series of questions a congregation is able to discover what 
its strengths and weaknesses are.  
Our congregation found that our strengths lie in the area of our worship.  The highest 
numbers were found in the following descript ions... 
¶ Our leaders regularly receive assistance from outside sources to develop our 

church  

¶ I connect with God in a meaningful way during the worship service  

¶ I feel the sermon in the worship service speaks to my personal situation  

¶ I feel my task in our chu rch is a positive challenge that stretches my faith  

¶ Our leaders clearly believe that God wants our church to grow  

¶ Many people are given the opportunity to actively participate in our worship 

services 

¶ It is my experience that God uses my work for building t he church  

¶ I enjoy our worship services  

Our congregation also found areas of our fellowship that we need to grow in.  We are 
×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȢȢȢ 
¶ Small group participation where I can pray with  others  

¶ Learning to depend on each other for strength and guidance  

¶ Sharing with other people my spiritual journey  

¶ %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ 

¶ Encouraging each other in our walk of faith and service in the Lord  

¶ Feeling at home in a small group within  our church  

May God give us His grace and guidance to do His will and grow as a  
Body of Christ in faith!  

 
 Yours in Christ Jesus, 
 Pastor Dean 
 

Adult Choir News  

If there is anyone who has not been 
trained in the AV Center and would like 

to be, please contact Julie Bechtel at 
262-593-8630 to set up a time for 

training.  

March 14 Daylight 
Savings time begins. 
Spring ahead 1 hour 

Saturday night so 
youõre not late for 

churchJ 
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Sermon Series for March & April  

 

      Wednesday 3/3  ~  The Faithful Word  -  Matthew 27:46 
Sunday  3/7  ~    This is it  -  I Peter 1:3-5 
Wednesday  3/10  ~  The Compassionate Word  -  John 19:26-27 
Sunday  3/14   ~    How do you know who I am -  I Peter 2:9-12 
Wednesday 3/17  ~  The Suffering Word  -  John 19:28 
Sunday 3/21  ~   How can I believe in God who would... -  I Peter 4:12-25 
Wednesday 3/24  ~  The Dying Word -  Luke 23:46 
Palm Sunday  3/28  ~    I need this...and this...and this... -  I Peter 4:1-6 
Maundy Thursday  4/1  ~   The remembering word  -  I Corinthians 11:23-26 
Good Friday  4/2  ~    The fulfilled word   -  John 19:30 
Easter Sunday  4/4  ~   The vindicated word  -  Luke 24:1-12 

 
Post Easter Sermon Series on Revelation  
4/7  and 4/11       Revelation 1:4-18     I am alive forever!  
4/14 and 4/18     Revelation 5:1 -14      I will not weep!  
4/21 and 4/25     Revelation 7:9 -17      I wear a white robe!  
4/28 and 5/2       Revelation 21:1 -7      I will see heaven!  

 

 

Holy Week Service Times  

 

Palm Sunday ~ 10:00am  

Maundy Thursday ~ 7:00pm  

Good Friday ~ 7:00pm  

Easter Sunday ~ 7:00am & 10:00am  

 

The Youth Group will be serving breakfast on Easter 

Morning between the 2 worship services. They will have a 

variety of egg bakes, sausage, pastries & fruit. 

Serving from 8:00am ð 9:30am.  

 

JOIN US!  
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Sunday School News  
 

The Sunday School will be hosting the March 17th Lenten Supper.  We 
will have our traditional spaghetti supper, but will need donations of 
desserts and salads to go with the spaghetti.  Sunday School will 
supply the spaghetti, meat balls , sauce and bread.  There will be a 

sign up sheet on the bulletin boardªif you can help or bring a dish, please sign up 
there.  
 

There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 4th.   There will be an Easter 
Breakfast hosted by the youth between services that you are all welcome to attend.  
Sunday School will resume the following Sunday, April 11th.  
 
 

Youth News 
 

With daylight savings time and nicer weather on the way, our movie 

nights are over until next fall.  Thank you to everyone who has come 

to movie nights!  
 

The youth will be getting together for games and an Easter Breakfast planning 

meeting on Palm Sunday, March 28
th

.  We will meet at 3:00 and have some fun, 

then our planning meeting will start at 4:00ñparents are encouraged to come for 

this!  All times will be finalized at that meeting, but please plan on breakfast set up 

and preparation on Saturday, April 3
rd

.  

The youth group would appreciate help from some of our fantastic bakers in the 
congregation in providing baked goods for the Easter Breakfast.  If you would like to 
donate a baked good, please sign up on the bulletin board.  Thank you for your help! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                           We will be having a rummage/bake  
                                     sale on Friday and Saturday, May 7

th
 

and 8
th

.  Carol Buth has volunteered to head up this event.  
We will be serving food on Saturday.  The Sullivan area 

rummage sale is on Saturday the 8
th

 and we will be on the 
rummage map.  Sign -up sheets for volunteers will be posted 

soon in the Narthex.  Watch your bulletins for future  updates 
and start saving your no-longer -needed items.   

All husbands donated will go in the ¦free§ box.JJJ 
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ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 

April 25
th

 2010  

We will be confirming the 8
th

 grade class during 

the 10:00am Service. Congratulations to:  

Rachel Bechtel · Holly Burrows · Alyssa Giaimo 
    Jimmy Gudmundson · Emma Lewandowski  

              Alex Martin · Hannah Pogantsch · Nicole Pugh  
 

Childrenõs Church  by Lynn Ritter  

There is a sign-up sheet in narthex for both youth helpers and snacks  
for March, April and May. Thank you for your donations in January and February. 
The snacks should be brought in before 9:00 am on Sunday morning and bring 
enough for about fifty people.  There is no Sunday School, Bible Study or Children 
Church on Easter Sunday.  

LWML/Ladies Aid News  

Thank you for saving computer ink 

cartridges. Please continue to save them 

and all cell phones and chargers.  

In 2009 the quilters finished 150 quilts. 

We always welcome donations of material. 

Blankets, bed pads, old comforters 

anything that will help to keep people 

warm.  
 

Thank you for helping to fill our MITE BOX. 

Our SWD mites are helping to build a 

cistern for a church in Guatemala so they 

can have safe water. 
 

         God Bless all of you!! 

                         THE LAST SUNDAY  

                       OF EVERY MONTH IS  

                    MITE SUNDAY! 

 

Easter Tree  

 

There are some red dogwood 

branches in the Narthex with 

tags hanging on them with 

food items for your traditional 

Easter Sunday dinner. We are 

hoping to collect all the food 

indicated on the tags so we as 

a church can surprise 6 local  

families with all the  fixings of 

an Easter dinner. All food will 

need to be here by Sunday, 

March 28 th  (Palm Sunday) so 

Pastor can deliver the boxes 

before Easter.  

Any questions please contact 

Karen Martin at  

262 -567 -2772  

THANK YOU!  
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FOR OUR TROOPS by Lynn Ritter  

There were two thank you notes from soldiers on the bulletin board in the Narthex that I received 
after sending out the packages in December. One of the soldiers was very thankful for the 
toothpaste and the tooth brushes. I know that they are all grateful for the packages they receive. 
They are working six, 12 to16 hour days and get one day off, it is hard for a soldier to find time 
write thank you notes to people they barely know, when they barely have time to talk to their own 
families. If you know the address of a soldier, please drop it off in the soldier box and I will be sure 
to send a package to them while they are overseas.  

Below is a list of things that are acceptable to send to those fighting for our freedom. 
Personal care items:  Baby Wipes and lotion, Foot powder, baby powder, single size 

laundry soap, Bar soap, shampoo and conditioner, Sun Block and Aloe Vera lotion, 

Shaving Cream, Eye Drops,  Saline Nasal Drops, Kleenex, Q - tips, Disposable Razors, 

Toothpaste and tooth brushes, Dental floss and picks, cough drops, Lip balm, Dr 

Schollôs inserts.  

Food items:  Beef Jerky, Chips ï any kind, Potato, Doritos, F ritoôs, Cheetos, Dips-

(ones that do not require refrigeration) , Gum, LifeSavers, any hard candy, trail mix, 

popcorn, power or protein bars, crac kers, cereal, Dried fruit or nuts, Cheeze whiz, 

teas, hot chocolate mix,  coffee, Apple cider mix, Soups,  any spices, such as Lawryôs 

or Mrs. Dash, Canned chicken, tuna, salmon, Chef Boyardee type of pasta, Pudding and 

Jell - O mixes and powdered drink Mixes.  

Miscellaneous Items:  International phone cards, (AT&T, etc.), music CDôs, movie DVDôs, 

Hand held puzzles or games, Hand and feet warmers, writing paper, envelopes, pens, 

Non-  aerosol Insect repellent w/deet, Cooling (gel filled) neck wraps, cards from 

chi ldren - schools, church groups and blank cards, Beanie Babies, personal notes, Books, 

Bibles, Magazines -  Hunting, car, travel, etc.   
 

Investing in Eternity 
READ | Matthew 28:18-20 
The Christian life is activeñone dedicated to working, serving, sharing, and helping. Too often, 

we think that being a Christian simply means showing up for church each Sunday morning and 

dropping something into the offering plate. Thatõs a good habit, but if this is the sum total of 

your Christian life, youõve missed the mark. 

There is a call that Jesus Christ put on all those who would follow Him. That is, He has called us 

go into the world and make disciples through baptism and teaching. You may say, òWell, that 

applies just to ministers and missionaries, right?ó No. Itõs is the responsibility of everyone who 

claims the name of Jesus. 

Just look at first word of Matthew 28:19. What does Jesus say? He says, òGo!ó In todayõs terms, 

Heõs saying, òGet off the couch! Turn off the TV! Close the computer! Get up, look at the world 

around you, and tell someone about Me!ó 

This is not a suggestion. Nor is it a word to only a handful of believers. If you have been saved by 

the blood of Christ, then Jesus is talking to you! Making disciples doesnõt mean you have to quit 

your job and become a full- time missionary to a remote part of the globe. But you could walk 

outside, knock on a neighborõs door, and demonstrate Christ to him. You donõt need a show-

stopping sermon to minister to others; you need simply a willing and open heart. 

What can you do right now to ògo . . . and make disciplesó? Think about things you can do 

today to respond to Godõs call on your life.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%25Matthew%2028:18-20;&version=49;
http://www.intouch.org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx?c=dhKHIXPKIuE&b=2336199&content_id=%7b70CB53D6-ED07-4B29-B9F3-D0CC4AB8A981%7d&notoc=1##
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES JAN. 2010 
 
The January 12th,  2010 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple led a devotion 
and opened with a prayer.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Present at the meeting were:  Lynn Ritter, John Ritter, Pastor Zemple, Gail Scheid, David Nelson, Bob 
Gartzke, Terry Schlais, Dennis McKnight, Wes Jones, Pam Jones, Amanda Schellinger and Ron 
Duesterbeck.  
The minutes from the December 8 th meeting were read by the secretary. Jayne Jenks motioned, Terry 
Schlais seconded it to accept the report as read.  Motion approved.  
David Nelson presented the treasurerõs report  
Lynn Ritter  motioned and Jayne Jenks seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual 
audit.  The motion carried.  
After the discussion of the Treasurer's report, David went through the proposed budget for 2010. He 
reported the accounts where increased expe nses will likely occur.   
 

OLD BUSINESS  
The rental house topic was brought up again. Brad Bechtel and Bill Gaugert will be getting someone to 
look at the property and give us a list of things that should be fixed up.  This report could be finished by 
the voters meeting.  Another option might be to sell the house and forgo the expense of fixing it up.  
Another consideration is that the house could be class rooms in the future.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
President Ritter went through the candidates for officers that need  to be filled this year.  Bill Gaugert's 
term is up and Jim Jurgella will be asked to take his place.  
Jayne Jenks term is up and Mark Jenks has agreed to take her place.  Amanda Schellinger has agreed to 
take David Nelsons place as treasurer.  Brad Bechtel has agreed to continue as Building and Grounds 
coordinator.  President Ritter noted that Nick Burrows will take over for Joyce Lewandowski as custodian 
with the help of his dad for snow blowing.  
John announced that Pam Jones, Gail Scheid, Jayne Jenks, and John Ritter will audit the treasurer's 
report on January 19 th.  
 
PASTORõS REPORT 
Gary Janetzke will meet with Council and discuss The Natural Church Development survey in February on 
a Monday evening.  He just asks that we pay for his mileage getting here.  
 

District needs our intended mission offering for 2010 so they can plan their budget.  When we adopt our 
budget at the voters meeting then we'll have a number for them.  
 

Pastor summarized the attendance for 2009.  The average was 149 people for a week, wh ich is 62% of 
our membership.  The 149 number is the same as the 2008 attendance.  He had some proposed changes 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas services.  We could drop the Thanksgiving Day service, and make 
Wednesday evening the Thanksgiving service.  Also make Christmas Eve service 4 pm which was our 
biggest attendance in the past.  Easter Sunday, have it at 6 am and 9 am instead of 10 am, which is less 
time between the services.  
 

Pastor logged 38 member visits, 1 Jefferson study, 3 chapel works and one c ircuit meeting in December.  
Attendance for December was as follows  

Wednesday 79   Cancelled 62 168 eve, 64 
day 

28 

Sunday 116 114114 180 55  

Weekly average  98 114114 121 96 28 

 
Pastor handed out a letter from Bill Gaugert to explain that he was not accepting another term of Elder 
at this time.  
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Ken Meyer asked Pastor to talk about having a place to put the cremation ashes in the cemetery.  
Usually there is a structure provided that may house 50 -100 urns.  It's probably something that we should 
be thin king about.  
Council prayed the Lords Prayer.  
 

Pastor was invited to leave so that Council could talk about Pastors salary. Discussion led to fact that we 
need a copy of LCMS guide lines for pastorõs salary to make sure we are up to date with our promise to 
him.  A copy of these guidelines will be provided, and the budget committee will meet again January 
19th.  
Bob Gartzke motioned, Gail Scheid seconded it to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES ð FEB. 2010 
 
The February 16, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple led devotion and 
opened with a prayer.  
 

Present at the meeting were:  Pastor Zemple, Lynn Ritter, John Ritter, Gail Scheid, Brad Bechtel, David 
Nelson, Bob Gartzke, Terry Schlais, Ron Duesterbeck, Dennis McKnight, Wes Jones, Mark Jenks, Amanda 
Schellinger, Dave Hellekson, and Caleb Jenks. 
 

The minutes from the January 12, 2010 Council meeting were read.  There was a correction, Jayne Jenks 
name was accidentally omitted as an attendee. Lynn Rit ter motioned and Wes Jones seconded the 
motion to accept the minutes. The motion carried.   
 

Terry Schlais motioned and Brad Bechtel seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual 
audit.  The motion carried.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Brad Bechtel and Bill  Gaugert are getting preliminary pricing for contractors that are interested in 
repairing the rental house.  There will be a total of three estimates and then we choose from them.  
Hopefully these estimates will be received by the March meeting. Since we a re considering getting a 
loan to pay for remodeling, Brad had contacted an agent from Lutheran Church Extension Fund. At this 
time the interest is 5.25% for a 15 year note. Since the rental house should be paying for its self, we 
shouldnõt take money out of church funds for the remodeling.   

President Ritter announced that we will install officers on February 28 th.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Terry Schlais updated us on the Education Endowment fund.  The fund increased over $21,000 in the last 
year and we withdrew $5,000  for tuition as well.  Jerry Volmhoff met with the Education Board and 
suggested we reallocate the fund at this time.  Gail Scheid motioned and Brad Bechtel seconded it to 
reallocate at this time.  Motion carried.  
Dave Hellekson speaking for Kim Hellekson and wondering if there was any interest in making a church 
recipe cookbook in conjunction with the 150 th anniversary. There hasnõt been a cookbook since 1990and 
if there was an interest she would head it up. Council agreed that she could go ahead and get m ore 
details regarding what it would cost.  
Gail Scheid is in charge of ordering the offering envelopes and is considering changing the face of the 
envelope.  The choice was to drop the word mission on the envelope or change it to something else like 
ògiving to the Lordõs workó.  The money in the envelopes does go for both home use and missions but 
maybe a member would like to designate it more clearly.  Another idea was to consider putting in more 
mission envelopes (currently there are 2). This concept was t abled until we get prices.  
Brad Bechtel talked about advertising our church in a Christian magazine, Faith Publications, which is 
distributed in Jefferson County.  The cost would be $240/year for a full page ad and would be found in 
grocery stores convenient stores, motels, etc.  Gail Scheid motioned, Brad Bechtel seconded it to go 
ahead with this.  Motion carried.  
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PASTORõS REPORT 
Pastor brought up a proposal to the elders from Bill Gaugert to add a service on Sunday.  The first 
service would be at 7:45 am which would be a traditional liturgical style.  The 10:00 am service would 
be a blended service.  The reason for this change is that a certain percent of the members desire the 
liturgical service every week.  The proposal would be year around.  The elders will still need to hammer 
out the details of this.  
 

There is a request from Synod for St. Johns to be part of a Rural and Small Town Mission.  This program  
would help us reach into the community thru training and networking with other congregations similar to  
 ours.  Pastor will have more information on the cost of the program and more details next meeting.  
 

Pastor announced a district leadership workshop which is suggested for elders and council members.  
This will be held at Lake Country Lutheran High School March 13 th.  More details will be available at our 
next meeting.  
 

Pastor went through Natural Church Development survey.  The most positive scores to questions on the 
survey dealt in worship sermons and faith building.  We had lower scores dealing with church member 
relationships.  
 
 

Pastor logged 29 member visits, 2 Jefferson group studies, 3 chapel works, 1 funeral, 2 adult 
confirmation classes during January.  
 

Attendance for January was as follows:  
Sunday 67 101 84 130 115 
Wednesday  34 37 29 27 
 

Lynn Ritter motioned and Amanda Schellinger seconded the motion that Council adjourn.  Motion 
carried. Council adjourned and closed with the Lords Prayer  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
We have sent 11,550 quilts and 2,325 health kits  to Haiti 

thus far . These will be distributed in Leogane, a town 
southwest of Port -au-Prince that was badly damaged by 

the earthquake. Our first shipment ñcontaining 1,500 
layettes and 650 health kits ñarrived safely the first  week and was distributed in the Port -

au-Prince area. 
Weõve received a great response to our call for more health kits  and quilts . Our 

headquarters staff has spoken to many people wanting to know how to start a ministry 
and how to get things to us fast. All I c an say iséthank you and keep it up! We still need 

very much need your help to meet the needs in Haiti and around the world.    
We also ask you to continue to keep Haiti in your thoughts and prayers. The media 
attention is quickly turning elsewhere, but LWR is not. We are planning a long -term 

response aimed at building better lives for people in Haiti.  
I cannot stress this enoughñwe cannot do this work without your support.  
Thank you to everyone at St. Johnõs who 

contributed to the relief effort in Haiti.  

We sent 82 Health Kits from our 

congregation!!  

http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/healthkit.asp
http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/quilts.asp
http://www.lwr.org/Haiti/prayer
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Ten Commandments of A Friendly Church  

1. Speak to people, even if you do not know their names. There is nothing 

as nice as a cheerful word of greeting. Ignoring peop le is the ultimate 

insult.  òA man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and 
there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.ó Proverbs 18:24 

 

2. Smile at people. It takes seventy -two muscles to frown and only 

fourteen to smile. Your smile is on e of your finest assets. Use it 

regularly.  òA merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance.ó Proverbs 

15:13 

   

3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to any person's ears is the 

sound of his own name. òGreet the friends by name.ó  III John 14  

   

4. Be friendly and helpful. If you want a friend, be one.  òRejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.ó  Romans 12:15 

   

5. See out the little people. Do not limit yourself to a few friends when 

there are so many likeable people about you.  

   

6. Be genuinely interested in people. If you try, you can like everybody  

and everybody will like. òLook not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others.ó  Philippians 2:4  

   

7. Be generous with praise and cautious  with criticism.  Who among us 

does not need understanding and tolerance of all our friends.  

   

8. Be considerate of the feelings of others. Usually there are three sides to 

a controversy ð yours, the other fellowõs and the right one. òI beseech 
Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the 
Lord.ó  Philippians 4:2  

   

9. Watch for ways to serve others. What we do for others counts most in 

life.  òWe then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves.ó  Romans 15:2 

   

   10. Add to all of these a good sense of humor, a generous dose of p atience, 

         and a dash of humility, and receive manifold blessings.  
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MARCH/APRIL VOLUNTEERS 
 

ELDERS  
3/3      Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson   

3/7      Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  

3/10   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke   

3/14    Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson  

3/17   Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  

3/21    Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke   

3/24   Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson  

3/28    Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  

4/1     Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke   

4/ 2     Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson  

4/4     Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger (7am)  

4/4   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke (10am)   

4/7    Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson  

4/11    Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  

4/14   Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke  

4/18    Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson  

4/21    Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  

4/25     Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke  

4/28    Jim Jurgella & Dave Hellekson   

5/2      Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger   
 

USHER/GREETERS 
3/3   Jim & Jerry Adsit  

3/7    Mark & Caleb Jenks 

3/10 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek  

3/14  Bob Chaveriat & Andrew Zemple  

3/17 Tony & Marge Kokan  

3/21  Karen Gartzke & Julie Pogantsch  

3/24 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter  

3/28  Jean & Billi Jean Gaugert  

4/1  Dave & Cindy Nelson  ðMaundy Thur.  

4/2    Julie Bechtel  ð Good Fri.  

4/4    Scott & Bill Buth  (7am)  

4/4  Ron Duesterbeck & Chris Zemple (10am)  

4/7  Larry & Bev Kramer  

4/11  Gail & Dennis Scheid  

4/14  Jim & Jerry Adsit  

4/18  Cathy & Jim Wleczyk  

4/21  Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek  

4/25    Dave & Nancy Meyer  

4/28  Chuck &  Ann Holzhueter  

5/2  Nick Burrows & Chris Zemple  

ALTAR GUILD 
March ð Ann Holzhueter  

April ð Julie Pogantsch  
 

ACOLYTES 
3/7  Emma Lewandowski  

3/14  Nicole Pugh  

3/21  Rachel Bechtel  

3/28  Jimmy Gudmundson  

4/4   Holly Burrows  

4/11  Hannah Pogantsch  

4/18  Alyssa Giaimo  

4/25 NO ACOLYTE 

5/2  Emma Lewandowski  
 

ORGANISTS: 
3/3 & 3/7  Gaige  

3/10 & 3/14 Donna  

3/17 & 3/21 Gaige  

3/24 & 3/28 Donna  

4/1 Maundy Thur. - Gaige  

4/2 Good Friday ð Donna  

4/4 Easter Sunday ð Donna  

4/7 & 4/11 Gaige  

4/14 & 4/18 Donna  

4/21 & 4/25 Gaige  

4/28 & 5/2 Donna  

 

AV TECHS: 
3/3  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz  

3/7  Pete & Chris Martin  

3/10  John & Lynn Ritter                           

3/14  Kim Hellekson & Julie P  

3/17 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz  

3/21  Brad & Julie Bechtel  

3/24 John & Lynn Ritter  

3/28  Scott & Bill Buth  

4/1  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz (Maundy 

Thur) 

4/2   Julie Bechtel  (Good Fri.)  

4/4  Kim & Sarah Gudmundson (7am)  

4/4  Pete & Chris Martin (10am)  

4/7  John & Lynn Ritter  

4/11  Kim Hellekson & Julie P  

4/14  Sherri & Paul Brigowatz  



 14  

4/18  Brad & Julie Bechtel  

4/21  John & Lynn Ritter  

4/25  Scott & Bill Buth  

4/28  Pam & Wes Jones  

5/2   Kim & Sarah Gudmundson  

 

March/April Birthdays  

March 1 ~ Tony Kokan, Samantha Boos 

March 3 ~ Kyle Hellekson 

March 4~ Diane Dillow & Abby 

Lewandowski 

March 5 ~ Jimmy Gudmundson 

March 7~ Chuck Holzhueter 

March 12 ~ Katie Zemple 

March 14 ~ Bonnie McDonald 

March 15 ~ Nick Schlais 

March 17 ~ Karen Gartzke 

March 19 ~ Terre Huebner & Jim Wlezcyk 

March 22 ~ Nicole Pugh 

March 24 ~ Ken Meyer, Casey Zemple 

March 26 ~ Stuart Pease & Carol Ann Kloth 

March 27 ~ Sandra Hagemann 

March 29 ~ Kim Hellekson 

April 1 ~ Marge Kokan 

April 2 ~ Christine Poweliet & Joan Meyer 

April 8 ~ Geraldine Hartling & C aleb Jenks 

April 9 ~ Terry Schlais  

April 10 ~ Janice Boos 

April 12 ~ Evelyn Bartel  

April 14 ~ Deston Meyer 

April 17 ~ Donna Burns & Ruth Wille 

April 19 ~ Hannah Pogantsch 

April 21 ~ Mel Metzger & Harriet Zuehlke 

April 22 ~ Carl Friesch 

April 26 ~ Billi Jean Gaugert 

April 27 ~ Aaron Linse 

April 29 ~ Leon Zimdars & David Nelson 

March/ April Anniversaries 

March 6 ~ Dave & Nancy Meyer 

March 7 ~ Tony & Marge Kokan 

March 10 ~ Scott & Debbie Buth 

April 6 ~ Dale & Karen Hrbacek 

A Special Gift  

to accept his lot and be happy in his 

workñthis is a gift of God       Ecclesiastes 

5:19b 
 

The story is told of an elderly woman 

and her little grandson spending the 

day at the zoo. The grandsonõs face 

was sprinkled with bright freckles. 

Lots of children were waiting in line to 

get their cheeks painted by a local 

artist who was decorating them w ith 

tiger paws.  

"You've got so many freckles, there's 

no place to paint!" a little girl in the 

line said to him. Embarrassed, the 

little boy dropped his head and a tear 

fell from his eye. His grandmother 

knelt down next to him. "I love your 

freckles. You have a special gift God 

made just for you ---  freckles. When I 

was a little girl I always wanted 

freckles, she said, while tracing her 

finger across the child's cheek. 

"Freckles are beautiful!"  

The boy looked up, "Really?"  

"Of course," said the grandmoth er. 

"Why, just name me one special gift 

God made that's prettier than 

freckles."  

The little boy thought for a moment, 

peered intensely into his grandma's 

face, and softly whispered, "Wrinkles."  

 

Prayer: Father help me understand 
and appreciate each speci al gift you 
have given me. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!  
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