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St. Johnôs Messenger 
 

 

MAY/JUNE 2011 

Church phone: 
262-593-8630 
Office hours: 

Wed., Fri.:  9am-2pm 

Pastor Dean phone: 
cell: 920-723-6955 

home: 262-593-8624 

××× 

Pastor Dean e-mail:  
dzemple@hotmail.com 

××× 

Church e-mail:  
stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net 

××× 

Church web address: 
www.stjohns-sullivan.com 

××× 

Worship Times: 
      Wednesday: 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:15am 

Thursday: Bible Study ï 7pm 

××× 

Sept. - May 
Sunday School - 9:15am 

Adult Bible Study ï 9:15am  

High School Bible Study- 9:15am 

Childrenôs Church ï 10:15am 

WATCH ! by Pastor Dean 

 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÔÏ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ (ÉÓ 3ÏÎ Ærom heaven, whom he 

raised from the dead --- Jesus ,who rescues us from 

ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ×ÒÁÔÈȢȱ   I Thessalonians 1:10 

Maybe you have heard about Family Radio.  It is a 

Christian radio ministry that has been around since 

ÔÈÅ ρωυπȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ /ÁËÌÁÎÄȟ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȢ  

Today it has a worldwide ministry through radio and 

the internet.  There is a local station in the 

Milwaukee area that carries its programming.  

) ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓ 

speak of Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and it 

does believe that the Bible is the true and inerrant 

Word of God.  It does broadcast a Gospel message of 

sin and grace and salvation through Jesus alone. 

However, the leader of this ministry, Harold 

Camping, has been teaching that the end of the world 

as we know it will occur this coming May 21, 2011.  

For the past year or so this has been a constant 

theme on his radio programs.  He believes that 

Judgment Day will begin in New Zealand where each 

day in the world begins.  A great earthquake will  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 . . . 
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occur and the bodies of the dead will 

come out of their graves.  As this begins 

in New Zealand the rest of the world will 

see it on world-wide TV and this 

Judgment will then proceed to each time 

zone until it covers the whole world on 

May 21.  On this day the true believers in 

Jesus will be taken to heaven.  Even 

though unbelievers in later time zones 

will see this happen before it reaches 

them it will be too late for them to 

believe. 

I have listened to this radio station over 

the last few months and the people at 

Family Radio really do believe that May 

21 is the end!  Now, Harold Camping and 

his Family Radio team have been taken to 

task by other Christian groups for this 

teaching.  The Bible does say that no one 

will be able to set the date for the end of 

the world.   

Ȱ.Ï ÏÎÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÙ ÏÒ ÈÏÕÒȟ 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

3ÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢȱ  Mark 13:32 

The Bible makes in clear no one can know 

ÔÈÅ $ÁÙ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȢ  &ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȟ 

&ÁÍÉÌÙ 2ÁÄÉÏȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ 

taken seriously.  However, the truth is 

that Jesus will return some day.  Jesus 

could return anytime.  For this reason, it 

is proper for us to be ready at anytime for 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȢ  &ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙ 

we live we should keep our focus on 

ȰÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÂÅÌÏ×Ȣȱ  

Colossians 3:1 

ARTICLE CONTINUED . . .  

When it comes to the end Jesus said:  

Ȱ"Å ÏÎ ÇÕÁÒÄȦ "Å ÁÌÅÒÔȦ  9ÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ 

know when that time will 

come...Therefore keep watch...What I 

ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ ) ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȡ  Ȭ7ÁÔÃÈȦȭȱ   

Mark 13 

How do we Ȱ7ÁÔÃÈȦȱ 

In Luke 21:34ff Jesus says we are to 

ȰÇÕÁÒÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȢȱ  (Å ÓÁÙÓȡ  Ȱ"Å 

careful, or your hearts will be weighed 

down with dissipation, drunkenness 

and the anxieties of life and that day 

will close on you unexpectedly like a 

trap...Be always on the watch, and pray 

that you may be able to escape all that 

is about to happen and that you may be 

able to stand before the Son of Man.ȱ 

Jesus is saying that we are too live each 

day without... 

¶ indulging ourselves in the ways 

of this world 

¶ being weighed down by the cares 

of this life 

¶ being trapped by worldly 

attitudes 

So, how to we keep watch... 

¶ through regular worship -  

Hebrews 10:25 

¶ through daily prayer -  I Peter 5:7 

¶ through service to the Lord and 

others -  Galatians 6:1ff 

So, what do we do as we wait for Jesus 

to return.    Jesus says:  Ȱ/ÃÃÕÐÙ ÕÎÔÉÌ ) 

ÃÏÍÅȦȱ  Luke 19:13 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Series for May and June 

 
May 4/8 - Healthy Faith Habits ~ Titus 1:10 -16 

May 11/15 - Living Through Loss ~ Job 23:10 -14 

May 18/22 -  Be Prepared for the Last Day  ~                                                                              

Luke 21: 25 -36 

May 25/ 29  -  Remember the Sacrifice ~  

Revelation 22:12 -17, 20 

June 1/5 -   How Will We Spend Eternity?~  

Revelation 19:1 -5 

June 8/1 2 - Possessed by the Spirit ~ Acts 2:1-21 

June 15/19 - The Cure for Worry~ I Peter 5:6 -11 

June 22/26 - Second Guessing God?  ~       

Romans 11:33-36 

June 29/July 3 - Certainty of Salvation  ~    

Romans 8:12-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Luther was once asked:  Ȱ-ÁÒÔÉÎȟ 

if you knew the world was going 

to end tomorrow what would 

ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ  ,ÕÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȡ  

Ȱ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÌÁÎÔ Á ÔÒÅÅȢȱ 

Keep on keeping on with normal 

daily life, but keep watching and 

be ready for Jesus to return at 

anytime.  As believers we are to 

live with our focus and attention 

on spiritual things and not get so 

absorbed with the things of this 

world.  

Ȱ"Å ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 

Coming...Stand firm because the 

,ÏÒÄȭÓ #ÏÍÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÎÅÁÒȢȱ  *ÁÍÅÓ υ 

 

WATCH ! CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2  

Sunday School News  by Jayne Jenks 

 

 

 

Wow!  Another Sunday School year draws to a close.  Thank you to 

all the parents that have faithfully brought your children to Sunday 

School throughout the year.  And thank you to all our dedicated 

Sunday School teachers for giving their time on Sunday mornings.  

Our Sunday School closing will be on Sunday, May 22
nd

.  This is a 

potluck breakfast, so please bring a breakfast dish to pass.  We will 

begin eating at 9:15, so please come join us for a morning of food and 

fellowship.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to announce that Julie 

Pogantsch will be the new superintendent of Sunday School for next 

year.  So if you would like to help out in any way for Sunday School 

next year, please contact Julie.    Have a great summer and I hope to 

see you all in church! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2011            God Bless You!!! 

FRONT ROW: L to R - Samantha Tabat, Pauline Schlais, Abby Jenks 

BACK ROW:  Pastor Dean, Logan Wehmeyer, Kyle Hellekson, Gregory Buth 

                                  Youth News  by Mark & Jayne Jenks 

                          A big THANK YOU to everyone who came and helped with the Easter  

                          breakfastðset up, serving and foodðit was all appreciated!  And it  

                          turned out great.  We made just over $300 from the Easter Breakfast.   

                        This money will help fund a trip to the statewide youth rally in Wisconsin 

Dells next November from the 11
th

 to the 13
th

.  We will need to get some registrations in 

by the end of summer, so please start thinking about whether or not you can attend.  It 

will be a lot of fun! 
 

Our final activity for this year is our annual garbage pickup.  We would like to meet at 

church at 4:00 on Sunday, May 22
nd

.  We will pick up garbage and then have a bonfire at 

the new fire ring!  We will cook hot dogs and marshmallows over the fire.  Please bring a 

bag of chips or a side salad to share.  Feel free to bring some outdoor games too.  We will 

eat, sing and play until about 7:00 that night.  See you then! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Remember, Rejoice & Reach Out 
         by LaRae Heimrel 
 

Despite threats of tornado warnings and severe 

thunder storms, St. Johnôs Lutheran Church of 

Sullivan / Golden Lake, WI, joyously celebrated their 

150
th

 Anniversary, with two special worship and 

praise services on Sunday, April 10
th

, 2011, with warm 

breezes and even some sunshine.  The guest speaker 

was Reverend Jacob Gaugert, from Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Dr. Martin Luther, Chicago, IL.    
 

 Rev. Gaugert, who grew up as a confirmed member 

of St. Johns,   greeted the congregation warmly with a 

blessing in both English & German. His message 

reflected on the diversity of Lutherans today, and the 

parallels between Old Testament challenges & growth 

to St. Johnôs, over the past 150 years.   
 

 Music for the celebration included a special 

commemorative hymn reiterating the theme of the 

150
th

 year; Remembering, Rejoicing and Reaching Out, 

with lyrics written by church musician, Gaige Kerr.  

Sunday school students joined in singing with the 

church choir followed by intro solo by Gabby 

Pogantsch.  Offertory music was a duet, provided by 

siblings Bailey and Gaige Kerr.   
 

Pastor Dean Zemple welcomed everyone to the 

celebration, and shared a poem written by Rev. 

Wedel, from 1939. Pastor Zemple has been a great 

blessing to St. Johnôs since 2004. 
 

The chairman of the 150
th

 Anniversary committee, 

Bob Saeger, thanked all who helped to make the day 

special, including  Mr. Sebastian Weber for his efforts 

translating & transcribing the German history of St. 

Johns from the mid 1860ôs to early 1900ôs.  Other 

historical items & photos were removed from the 

church cornerstone, thanks to Mike Anfang, who 

graciously opened & resealed the 1959 cornerstone. 

Mr. Wayne Roth restored an original offering basket, 

complete with its 5ô handle that was used in the 

original church.  
 

 The church sanctuary was decorated for the occasion 

with flowers provided the Ladies Aid, and a 150
th

 

Anniversary banner displayed, created by St. Johnôs 

member, Sharon McKnight, depicting the church 

theme with a likeness of the original 1860ôs church.  

Mrs. McKnight also created a quilt for the occasion 

and each member of the congregation was asked to 

personalize the quilt with their signature and optional 

scripture. Both the banner and the quilt remain on 

display in the sanctuary. 

Those attending this special event were 

treated to a catered meal following the 

10:15 a.m. service and also a slide show of 

the congregationôs history set to music, in 

the sanctuary.  Among other historic items 

displayed this day was, the compilation of 

confirmation photos from the year 1907 to 

present organized by Beverly Kramer.  

The display stand was provided by the 

Ladies Aid and will be on permanent 

display in the church sanctuary.  

 

Upon leaving, guests were gifted with a 

special booklet of St. Johnôs history to 

Remember.  150
th

 Anniversary travel mugs 

were provide by  David & Nancy Meyer, as 

an opportunity to Rejoice, and finally 

guests were given an inspiring DVD about 

Jesus Christ, for them to enjoy and then 

pass on to others to Reach Out and share 

the gospel. 

 

Anyone interested in a copy of the 

Remember, Rejoice, & Reach Out  

Anniversary  & history booklet may pick 

up a copy at church or contact the church 

at 262-593-8630. 

 



 

150
th

 anniversary celebration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Council Meeting Minutes       March 8, 2011 
The March 8

th
, 2011 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple 

gave the opening prayer and led a devotion. Present at the meeting were: Pastor Zemple, 

John Ritter, Mark Jenks, Amanda Schellinger, Terry Schlais, Gail Scheid, Bob Gartzke, 

Brad Bechtel, Ron Duesterbeck, Bob Saeger, and Jim Jurgella. 

The secretary read the minutes from the previous Council meeting.  Bob Saeger 

motioned and Terry Schlais seconded the motion to accept the minutes as read.  Motion 

carried. 

Amanda Schellinger presented the treasurers. Brad Bechtel motioned and Bob Saeger 

seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual audit.  Motion carried. 

Old Business 

St. Johns applied for an occupancy permit and after inspection we had a small plumbing 

issue, provide a fresh air intake for the furnace, and install carbon monoxide detectors in 

the house before it could be rented.  These items have been or will be fixed, and the house 

will be advertised for rent.  President Ritter signed a lease agreement with the rental 

company.  There is a $150 renewal fee every year which is in addition to the monthly 

draw.  The lease for renters has a number of restrictions for the renters, so as not to 

harm the house.  Dean Reichert has a final bill of $3,375.00 which we have to pay.  We 

will be over the $100,000.00 loan for the house when we pay Reichert, so we need to take 

out an additional $3,000.00 from the Grace Lyons Thrivent account.  This will leave 

$1,000.00 in the account.  Bob Saeger motioned, Brad Bechtel seconded the motion to pay 

Reichert out of the general account and pay back the general account from the Grace 

Lyons account as soon as the money can be retrieved.  Motion carried. 

Next council meeting we will compare the actual expenses of the remodeling, and that 

which Reichert had agreed with. 

Bob Saeger talked about the 150
th

 anniversary program.  As part of the event, the corner-

stone box of the church was removed and the contents are displayed on a table in the 

back of the church sanctuary.  Bob suggested that we donôt return the contents to the 

corner ïstone box but instead use a much bigger box and put it in the basement.  This 

will allow us to add relevant historical material from this time.  Council agreed and Brad 

Bechtel has a large safe that he will donate for this project. 

Brad Bechtel has asked for a couple of bids to replace the neon lights that are around the 

cross in the front of the church.  The lights have been a problem for the past few years 

and it is time to replace them with LED lights and maybe have some kind of back 

lighting.  We just need lighting that is more durable. 

WE-energies is re-routing an electric line which would be constructed on the east side of 

the churchôs new cemetery.  The line would run from Highway 18 to the Buth residence.  

During the project, we-energies disturbed the grave site of Wally Zahn.  We-energies has 

taken responsibility for the mistake and will pay for the restoration.  Bob Gartzke will 

take charge of making sure that everything is taken care of. 

Bob Gartzke reported that the Quilters suggested that the piano in the storage room 

where the quilts are kept should be sold or given away.  The piano is not used and is 

taking up space.  Council agreed and something will be done. 
 



 

In You, O LORD,  

I put my trust; Let me  

never be ashamed; 

Deliver me  in  

Your righteousness. 
Psalm 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED 

Mark Jenks reported that a survey was handed out to the present Sunday School 

teachers to see how they would feel about teaching during the late Church service on 

Sundays.  This is a suggestion from Council initially and so we will see if this would 

be desirable. 

Pastors Report 

St. Paul from Oconomowoc will have a representative here on March 13 to talk about 

the advantages of sending your child to their school. 

Council approved of having the Parish Nurse come and talk at our next meeting to 

show how they can the help the shut-ins. 

The move clip entitled ñThe Road to Emmausò is suggested as an outreach by the 

synod.  An order of 100 of these DVDôs  would cost $150.00 and they could be given to 

members who could give them to neighbors, friends, co-workers that are weak of 

faith.  Council agreed to purchase this. 

Pastor talked about having an early service on the 150
th

 anniversary in order to 

relieve congestion of the second service. 

Council agreed to have a Consecration Sunday next fall.  This will be our 5
th

 time. 

Pastor logged 21 member visits, 1 group study, 1 funeral, 2 chapel services, and 2 

meetings outside the church during February. 

Council adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,  Ron Duesterbeck 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

2011 CHURCH PICNIC  

Bob & Karen Gartzke  have once again graciously opened up their 

home and swimming pool for our annual church picnic. The date is 

Sunday, July 17
th

 after the 10:15am service with a rain date set for 

Sunday, July 24
th

. Please bring a dish to pass. Bring your swim suits 

and lawn  chairs!  Watch the bulletin and bulletin board for  

more info to come.  ALL INVITED!!  

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 



 

Mother's Day History 

The majority of countries that celebrate Mother's Day do so                            on the 

second Sunday of May. On this day, it is common                                                 for 

Mothers to be lavished with presents and special                                                     

attention from their families, friends and loved ones.                                                      

But it wasn't always this way... 
 

Spiritual Origin of Mothers Day  

Only recently dubbed ñMother's Day,ò the highly traditional practice of honoring of 

Motherhood is rooted in antiquity, and past rites typically had strong symbolic and 

spiritual overtones; societies tended to celebrate Goddesses and symbols rather than 

actual Mothers. In fact, the personal, human touch to Motherôs Day is a relatively new 

phenomenon. The maternal objects of adoration ranged from mythological female 

deities to the Christian Church itself. Only in the past few centuries did celebrations of 

Motherhood develop a decidedly human focus.  

Family Gatherings With Mom  

In the 1600's a clerical decree in England broadened the celebration to include real 

Mothers, referring to the day as Mothering Day. Mothering Day became an especially 

compassionate holiday toward the working classes of England. During this Lenten 

Sunday, servants and trade workers were allowed to travel back to their towns of 

origin to visit their families. Mothering Day also provided a one-day reprieve from the 

fasting and penance of Lent so that families across England could enjoy a family 

feastðMother was the guest of honor. Mothers were presented with cakes and flowers, 

as well as a visit from their beloved and distant children.  

History of American Celebration  

When the first English settlers came to America, they discontinued the tradition of 

Mothering Day. While the British holiday would live on, the American Motherôs Day 

would be inventedðwith an entirely new historyðcenturies later. One explanation for 

the settlersô discontinuation of Mothering Day was that they just didnôt have time; they 

lived under harsh conditions and were forced to work long hours in order to survive. 

Another possibility, however, is that Mothering Day conflicted with their Puritan 

ideals. Fleeing England to practice a more conservative Christianity without being 

persecuted, the pilgrims ignored the more secular holidays, focusing instead on a no-

frills devotion to God. For example, even holidays such as Christmas and Easter were 

much more somber occasions for the pilgrims, usually taking place in a Church that 

was stripped of all extraneous ornamentation.  

 

 

http://www.mothersdaycentral.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 2011    by Jean Gaugert 

The date is set for Tuesday, July 19th, 4:30-7:00pm.   

We are wanting to incorporate a 1 day  

Vacation Bible School with this and  

advertize so that this will be known as a  

community outreach event.  Thrivent Financial For 

Lutheran's, and Board of Education will be having a meeting 

on Sunday, May 22nd. to begin the planning of this event.  

There will be signup sheets going up on the bulletin board in 

the entryway soon. Please consider volunteering a bit of your 

time to help us make this the success it has been in past 

years.  The monies raised will be towards the Sullivan 

Veteran's Memorial.  The flagpoles have been finished and are 

up.  The rest of the project will consist of concrete and 

memorial bricks.  Most of the bricks will be engraved by those 

who wish to make specified donations.  These can be from 

families, individuals, or organizations, in honor of any and all 

veterans from all wars.  Thrivent will match 1600.00 to our 

fundraiser.   

 

Just so you know on May 21st. there will be a Celebration 

Operation Freedom ride that will end at Sullivan Veteran's 

Park.  This is a state wide fundraiser, and to have this end in 

Sullivan is quite an honor.  The cycle ride last year consisted of 

over 800 cycles; this year they are expecting more.  All 

proceeds go towards any and all programs for veterans.  There 

will be Karaoke, children's events, food, beverages, and a live 

band from 6:00pm- 10:00pm.  Come and celebrate our 

freedoms! 

 

Everyone is welcome to come to the meeting on May 22nd. with 

your suggestions and ideas.   Please join us in the planning of 

our Ice Cream Social.  If you have any questions, please contact 

me, Jean Gaugert @ 262-490-5372 or 

jeangaugert@hotmail.com        Thank you! 

 

                    P.S Congratulations confirmands!    

        From your Thrivent Financial for Lutheran's Group!     

                 Try saying that 10 times really fast. HA! 

ADOPT A PLOT  

AT ST. JOHN'S:  

  by Jean Gaugert 

If you have adopted 

and area around the 

church grounds in 

the past, it is still 

probably yours.  

These areas do not 

get taken over by 

new people each year 

unless you request to 

give them up.  If you 

have questions about 

your plot, and need 

some assistance in 

maintaining your 

area, please let 

 Bob Saeger, or  

Jean Gaugert know.  

We will be available 

to help or answer 

any questions you 

may have.   

Please consult before 

planting any new 

shrubs or flowers in 

your  area.   

Many thanks for 

volunteering to 

maintain our church 

grounds! 

mailto:jeangaugert@hotmail.com


 

 



 


