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Is there something bothering you… 

 

I would like to share some thoughts on worship with you 

that I experienced recently. 

After a long and trying day, it was 7:00 PM and 

Wednesday evening worship was just beginning.  It was 

difficult for me to get into a worshipful mood with everything that 

was on my mind and heart that day.  After the “welcome” at the 

beginning of the worship service and the introduction to of the 

sermon I sat down to begin the first hymn. 

The first hymn happened to be from our praise book.  It was 

number 61.  As the tune started to fill our sanctuary I started to 

sing the words.  Because of the things on my mind I thought I 

would just be going through the motions.  But then the words of 

the praise song began to sink in as I sang them. 

These were the words of the praise song that night in worship: 
 

        When the morning falls on the farthest hill  I will 
sing His name, I will praise Him, still.  When dark trials 
come and my heart is filled with the weight of doubt, I 
will praise Him, still.  For the Lord, our God, He is 
strong to save from the arms of death, from the 
deepest grave;  And he gave us life in His perfect will, 
and by His good grace I will praise Him, still. 
 

After singing these words twice through, I felt the weight lifted 

from my heart even though I still had the issues to deal with, it 

was okay.  These words reminded me that even though we may face the trials and 

tribulations of this world, we have the Lord God at our side.  He may not take away the 

challenges we face but He promises to help us endure whatever we will face.   

No matter what, we still praise our Lord for He is our every-present help in time of trouble.  

No matter what, we still praise Him for He is our Creator and Redeemer.  No matter what, 

we still praise Him for He is our Rock and our Salvation.  No matter what, He will work out 

all things for our ultimate benefit. 

 

No matter what, we still praise Him! 
 

As the song came to an end I thought for a minute about those people who miss out on 

worship.  I thought do they know what they are missing.  I thought they should be in 

worship, too, and praise Him, still, no matter what. 
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A Stewardship Prayer 

Almighty God, we belong to You.   All that we have comes from You; our family and 
friends, our health, our possessions and energy, our leisure and abilities.  Help us to 
share in the blessings of giving as well as the happiness of receiving.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

As we celebrate another Consecration Sunday on November 14 may we prayerfully 
meditate on these words from God: 

 “Each man should give what he had decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   II Corinthians 9:7 

 “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist 

in the abundance of his possessions.”   Luke 12:15 

 “The people rejoiced at the willing response…for they had given freely and 

wholeheartedly to the Lord.”   I Chronicles 29:9 

 “This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is 

also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”   II Corinthians 9:12 

 “From what you have, take an offering for the Lord.  Everyone who is willing is to bring 

to the Lord an offering…”   Exodus 35:5 

 “The silver is mine and the gold is mine, declares the Lord Almighty.”  Haggai 2:8 

 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  Psalm 

24:1 

From the above passages and others from God’s Word we learn this about giving: 

 Giving to the Lord is a part of our worship of Him. 

 Giving to the Lord is giving back to Him part of what He owns already. 

 Giving to the Lord is to be done willingly and cheerfully. 

 Giving to the Lord is part of our service to the Lord. 

 Giving to the Lord is an expression of our thanksgiving to Him. 

We celebrate the privilege of giving to the Lord with a special 
worship and fellowship meal on Sunday, November 14.    

Praise be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                   CS4: The Journey Continues 
                          Consecration Sunday is November 14, 2010 
 

Many of you will remember our Consecrated Stewards emphasis of last year. It was a time 

of biblically based stewardship education and commitment that helped to raise people in 

Christian discipleship and saw our people grow in their stewardship commitment in a way 

that has enabled us to move forward in mission and ministry. 

This year the Consecrated Stewards emphasis takes a new shape with “CS4: THE 

JOURNEY CONTINUES.” November 14 will be “Consecration Sunday,” the culmination 

of a four week journey exploring the joys of being a partner with God in His mission to the 

world. Mark that date on your calendar as a time of spiritual growth, fellowship, and 

commitment here at St John‟s.  

Consecrated Stewards helps grow people; not just raise money. The call to commitment is 

based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give in joyful response to God‟s 

grace, rather than on the need of the church to receive. It is not based on the budgetary 

needs of the church, but on the desire to have each person grow in discipleship. 

Opportunity for growth in discipleship will take place during the Sundays October 24 

through November 14. 

 The personal witness of some of our members. 

 Encouragement and resources for prayer. 

 Celebration of the various ministries of our congregation. 

 A series of Bible studies.  

 Consecration Sunday activities on November 14, including: 

- Reverend Jon Lieder will be our guest proclaimer. 

- A special fellowship and Celebration Luncheon for all the St. John‟s family. 

- Opportunity to make a faith-based commitment during the worship service. 

The encouragement to commitment on Consecration Sunday takes place within the context 

of the morning worship service. Our Guest Leader will conduct a brief period of 

instruction and inspiration, and then ask our attendees and members to respond to God‟s 

leading through a financial commitment that represents a step forward in grace-motivated 

giving. 

Every attendee and member who completes a response card does so voluntarily by 

attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We also urge people to attend who 

feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no 

one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. Consecrated 

Stewards works with people where they are and when they are ready. Members make their 

commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. Since we will make no 

follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, 



 

inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship and the spiritual 

growth opportunities leading up to that date. Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic 

participation in our “CS4: The Journey Continues” events. 

 

Sermon Series for November and December 
November 3 and 7            Revelation 7:9-17                   Why Worship Matters 
November 10 and 14        Consecration                          Special Blessing Sermon 
November 17 and 21        Colossians 1:13-20                What it means to be “In Christ” 
November 24                    Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
November 28                     Romans 13:11-14                 Time to Wake Up! 
December  1                      Jeremiah 23:5-8                    God’s Love Covers Me with Christ 
December 5                       Romans 15:4-7                      Why we have hope 
December 8                       Malachi 4:1-6                         God’s Saving Love Stirs My Heart 
December 12                    James 5:7-11                          How to be patient 
December 15                    Isaiah 40:1-11             God’s Saving Love Speaks Comfort and Joy 
December 19                    Matthew 1:18-25                     Children’s Christmas Service 
December 22                    1 John 4:9-11                          God’s Love is Our Greatest Gift 
December 24                    Isaiah 9:2-7                             God’s Saving Love Frees Me 
December 25                    Isaiah 9:2-7                             God’s Saving Love Frees Me 
December 26                    Galatians 4:4-7                        The Time was Right 
December 29                    Romans 8:31-39                      God will be with you 


ST. JOHN’S COOKBOOK FOR THE 150
TH

!  

 The last cookbook the congregation of St. John's published 
was 20 years ago.  So let's spice it up at bit and gather up 
your favorite recipes or any secret recipes you're ready to 
share as we are publishing a new cookbook.  Cook book 
recipe collection sheets will be available at church through 
December 15th.  Feel free to submit as many recipes as you would like. Call 
Kim Hellekson at 262-593-2667 or e-mail kmhellekson@yahoo.com if you 
have any questions or would like to submit your recipe through e-mail.  Our 
goal is to collect 350 of the finest recipes to share with the community. The 
price for the cook books are $10.25 each.  The proceeds made will be given to 
the fund we are collecting for Matthais a seminary student. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 

http://us.mc655.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kmhellekson@yahoo.com


 

 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  

 

 

                                                                                        

 

 

                                                                              

 

   Youth group news 
         by Jayne Jenks 
 
 

 

Our next movie night will be Saturday, 
December 4th at 7:00 pm.  The feature 
film for the evening will be “A Muppet 

Christmas Carol” followed by the 
“Third Day” Christmas Concert.  This 
will be a fun evening, so invite your 
friends and get into the Christmas 

spirit! 
 
 
 
 

To help support our seminary student, 
Matthias, the youth will  

have a bake sale on  
Sunday, December 12th.   

Sounds boring—huh!   
Well, here is the fun part.   

We will meet at St. John’s at 2:00 on 
Saturday afternoon, December 11th and 
spend the afternoon together baking 
up goodies and preparing treats.  We 
will need to know ahead of time who 

can come, and we will be asking 
everyone to bring an ingredient with 

them for our baking.  Please e-mail me 
your yummiest and prettiest 

Christmas cookie recipes ahead of 
time so that we can plan what we will 

be making and what ingredients we will 
need.  Send recipes to 
jmjenks619@gmail.com   

Let’s get baking! 
 

 

 
 
 

Donations to the Military 

Thank you so much for your donations, 
from chips to toys to magazines. The 

soldiers really appreciate everything that 
you give to them. Though each soldier that 

has received a box full of goodies hasn’t 
sent a thank you, please remember that most 
of them don’t have enough free time to keep 
in contact with their family members. I also 

would like to thank the ladies aid for 
making a donation to go toward shipping. 

 
I send out an average of at least one box a 
week. Keep up the good work. I include a 

devotional book in every box. If anyone has 
a relative in the military, please let Julie 

know so the members of church can keep 
them in their prayers and it would be nice to 

get their address to mail them a package 
once in a while. 

 
In November it would be wonderful to send 
Thanksgiving thank you cards in each box I 
mail out. Please put them in the soldier box 
in the fellowship hall before November 19.  

For December I would like to collect 
Christmas cards to send to the soldiers with 

a note of appreciation. 
 

May God Bless You 
Lynn Ritter 

 

mailto:jmjenks619@gmail.com


 

 

Sunday School News 

by Jayne Jenks 

Sunday School is off to a smooth start, thanks to our teachers who put time and effort 
into planning and teaching every week.   All our classrooms are using their offerings 
from this year to help support Matthias, our seminary student.   
There is class every week until Christmas break—which is fast approaching!   
There will be no Sunday School on December 26th or on January 2nd.   
Classes will resume on January 9th.   

 
The Sunday School Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 19th at the 
10:15 service.  We will have practice on Saturday, December 11th and the 18th from 
9:00 to 11:00.  In addition, we will use Sunday School time on December 12th and 19th 
for practices.  Please try to have your child attend practice.  We will be handing out 
their lines for the program after Thanksgiving.  Children will not be required to 
memorize them, but can read them from the prompter screen or at the podium.  If your 
child will not be participating in the program, please let me know before Thanksgiving 
so I can plan accordingly.  You may call me at 593-2490 or e-mail 
jmjenks619@gmail.com      
 
We ask that everyone with a last name beginning with A – G could bring a snack and 
drink to the December 11th practice,  last names of H- O bring a snack and drink to the 
December 18th practice and last names of P – Z could bring  a snack and drink to the 
actual program on Sunday December 19th.   We will also ask for additional food 
donations for the program on the 19th.   
 
Finally, the Sunday School will be hosting the first advent dinner on Wednesday, 
December 1st.  We will have our usual spaghetti dinner.  Sunday School will provide the 
spaghetti, sauce, meatballs and bread.  We need the families with children in Sunday 
School to provide salads and desserts and the teachers and older students to help 
serve.  There will be sign-up sheets for food and serving on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex.  We will take a free will offering for supper that night, with proceeds used for 
our seminary student, Matthias.    
 
Thank you all in advance for your help with these events and may God Bless your 
Christmas celebrations! 
 
 
 

mailto:jmjenks619@gmail.com


 

 

  
  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN I SAY THAT „I AM A 

CHRISTIAN‟ 
When I say that 'I am a Christian',  

I am not shouting that 'I am clean living.  

I'm whispering 'I was lost,  

but now I'm found and forgiven.'  

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I don't speak of this with pride.  

I'm confessing that I stumble  

and need Christ to be my guide.  

       

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I'm not trying to be strong.  

I'm professing that I'm weak  

and need His strength to carry on.  

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I'm not bragging of success.  

I'm admitting I have failed  

and need God to clean my mess.  

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I'm not claiming to be perfect.  

My flaws are far too visible,  

but God believes I am worth it.  

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I still feel the sting of pain.  

I have my share of heartaches,  

so I call upon His name.  

When I say 'I am a Christian'  

I'm not holier than thou,  

I'm just a simple sinner  

who received God's good grace, 

somehow!  

 

December’s Movie Night 

Sat. December 4
th

 

7PM 

Everyone is Invited 



 

Christmas Eve Luminary 

Donation Form 

Please place your donation and completed form in  

the gift wrapped box located at the back of church. 

 

Deadline is Sunday Dec. 19th 

Given in memory of 

(please print) 

 

 

Given in honor of 

(please print) 

 

 

Given in thanksgiving for 

(please print) 

 

Given By 

(please print) 

 

 

Donation: $_____________________ 

(A minimum gift of $3 per luminary is suggested) 

 
 

                             You may also mail your requests to the church office: 

St. John Lutheran Church 

W407 Hwy 18 

Sullivan, WI 53178 

 

For the past several years the St. John’s Choir has placed candles 

around the entire church, the driveway and the sidewalks.  They are lit on 

Christmas Eve and they shine for the entire night. We offer people a chance to 

have a luminary lit in dedication to someone or something that is special to them. 

Over the years we have grown and are now lighting approx. 200 luminaries! 

  There will be a printed memorial in the Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Morning worship folders. 

At the time of publishing this newsletter the decision has not yet been made where this 

year’s luminary money will be donated. Watch future bulletins for that info. 

 



 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  VOLUNTEERS 
 

ELDERS  
11/3 Jim Jurgella 
11/7 @ 8am – Dave Hellekson 
11/7 @ 10:15am - Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger  
11/10 Bob Gartzke 
11/14 @10:15am- Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella  
11/17 Bob Saeger 
11/21@ 8am - Dennis Linse 
11/21@ 10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 
11/24 Dave Hellekson (Thanksgiving Eve)  
11/28 @ 8am -  Jim Jurgella 
11/28 @10:15am – Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 
12/1 Keith Pogantsch 
12/5 @ 8am - Bob Gartzke 
12/5 @ 10:15am - Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 
12/8 Bob Saeger 
12/12@ 8am - Dennis Linse 
12/12@ 10:15am - Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 
12/15 Dave Hellekson 
12/19@ 8am - Jim Jurgella 
12/19@10:15am - Dennis Linse & Bob Saeger 
12/22 Keith Pogantsch 
12/24 Bob Gartzke & Dave Hellekson (5pm) 
12/25 Jim Jurgella & Bob Saeger (10am) 
12/26@ 8am – Dennis Linse 
12/29 Keith Pogantsch 
1/2@ 8am- Bob Gartzke 
1/2@10:15am Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

USHER/GREETERS 
11/3 Jim & Jerry Adsit 
11/7 Bob Chaveriat & Ron Duesterbeck 
11/10 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek 
11/14 Gail & Dennis Scheid 
11/17 Wes & Pam Jones 
11/21 Cathy & Jim Wleczyk 
11/24 Brad & Julie Bechtel (Thanksgiving eve) 
11/28 Kim & Kaitlin Hellekson 
12/1 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter 
12/5 Nick Burrows & Chris Zemple 
12/8 Dave & Cindy Nelson 
12/12 Emma & Joyce Lewandowski 
12/15 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

12/19 Tony & Marge Kokan 
12/22   Larry & Bev Kramer 
12/24 Mark & Caleb Jenks 
12/25 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
12/26 Hannah & Julie Pogantsch 
12/29 Dave & Nancy Meyer 
1/2 Bob Chaveriat & Ron  
                      Duesterbeck 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
November ~  
December ~ 

ORGANISTS: 
11/3 & 11/7  Gaige 

11/10 & 11/14  Gaige 

11/17 &11/21 Donna  

11/24 & 11/28  Donna 

12/1 & 12/5  Gaige 

12/8 & 12/12  Gaige 

12/15 Donna  

12/19 Gaige 

12/22 &12/24 Donna 

12/25 &12/26 Gaige 

12/29 & 1/2  Donna 
 

A/V TECHS: 
11/3  John & Lynn Ritter 
11/7 Kim Hellekson & Julie Pogantsch 
11/10 Sherri & Paul Brigowatz 
11/14 Brad & Julie Bechtel 
11/17 Gaige Kerr 
11/21 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 
11/24  Wes & Pam Jones (Thanksgiving) 

11/28 Pete & Chris Martin 
12/1  John & Lynn Ritter 
12/5 Kim Hellekson & Julie Pogantsch 
12/8  Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 
12/12 Brad & Julie Bechtel 
12/15 Gaige Kerr 
12/19 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 
12/22  Wes & Pam Jones 
12/24 Brad Bechtel 
12/25 VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
12/26 Pete & Chris Martin 
12/29 John & Lynn Ritter 
1/2 Kim Hellekson & Julie Pogantsch 
 
 



 

ACOLYTES 
11/7   Jimmy Gudmundson 
11/14   Holly Burrows 
11/21  Nicole Pugh 
11/28  Greg Buth 
12/5    Pauline Schlais 
12/12  Abby Jenks 
12/19 XXXXXXX 
12/26 XXXXXXX 
1/2 XXXXXXXXX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November/December ANNIVERSARIES 
Nov. 11 – Mark & Jayne Jenks 
Nov. 12 - Stuart & Betty Pease 
Nov. 16 – Warren & Carol Ann Kloth 
Nov. 24 – Ed & Bea Rowland 
Dec. 29 – Terry & Cyndi Schlais 
 

November/December BIRTHDAYS 
Nov. 4 - Judy Metzger 
Nov. 8 - Jerry Adsit, Ruth Ann Nehls,  
               Vickie Milbrath 
Nov. 9 - Betty Pease, Karen Martin 
Nov. 11 – Allison Boos 
Nov. 12 – Betty Jurci, John Blasius 
Nov. 15 – Austin Frommgen, Julie Sersch,  
                Tina Ottson 
Nov. 16 – Tony Pugh 
Nov. 17 – Dale Sersch 
Nov. 21 – Lynn Ritter 
Nov. 22 – Andrew Zemple 
Nov. 23 – Alfred Speich, Tanya Kramer 
Nov. 24 – Bob Saeger, Julie Bechtel 
Nov. 28 – Beverly Kramer 
Dec. 1 – Dave Mueller, Gary Hartling,  
Nancy Flood, Nancy Meyer, Tom Zautner 
Dec. 6 – Becky Frommgen 
Dec. 9 – Ken Kaeppel 
Dec. 10 Tom Hagemann 
Dec. 12 – Rachel Bechtel 
Dec. 15 – Chris Unke, Karen Hrbacek,  
                Warren Kloth                       
Dec. 19 – Paul Lewandowski                                                                           
Dec. 21 – Theresa Jurgella   
Dec. 24 – Les Litt                                                                                      
Dec. 27 – Jackie Unke 
Dec. 28 – Erick Frommgen 
Dec. 29 – Carol Buth 
Dec. 30 – Emily Linse, Kevin Wleczyk 
Dec. 31 – Sharon Pugh 
 

 

Special Worship Times 

 

 Sunday 11/14 Consecration Sunday 
    NO 8am Service      10:15am ONLY 

 

 Sunday 12/19 Children’s Christmas 
Program   10:15 am Service 

 

 Wednesday 11/24 Thanksgiving 
Eve Service   7PM     
 NO Thanksgiving Day Service 
 

 Friday 12/24 Christmas Eve Service  
                  Service - 5pm 

 

 Saturday 12/25 Christmas Day 
           Service – 10am 

 
 

Mid-week Advent Services 

 Wednesday 12/1 – 7pm 
 Wednesday 12/8 – 7pm 
 Wednesday 12/15 – 7pm 
 Wednesday 12/22 – 7pm 

 

Mid-week Advent Dinners 

 

 There is a hot meal served before all  
4 mid-week Advent Services. 

EVERYONE is INVITED!! 
Serving begins at 5:30pm 

 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 
 


