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Sour Surfer Series  by Pastor Dean 

 

Sept./Oct Sermon Series 

September/October 2011 

9/7 and 9/11   Luke 13:1-5  When Bad Things Happen 
9/14 and 9/18   Searching for Something Bigger   Luke 15:1-11 
9/21   What is Worship?    Psalm 150 
9/25 Guest Pastor 
9/28 and 10/2  Trusting God in the Impact Zone   Matthew 14:22-36 
10/5 and 10/9  Getting Back in the Water   Matthew 26:47-50 
10/12 and 10/16   Catching the Ride of Your Life   Acts 10:44-48 
10/19 and 10/23   Psalm 1   Blessed is the Person Who.... 
10/26 and 10/30   Reformation Service 
 
 

St. John’s Messenger 

God has a plan and a 

purpose for your life.   

(Jeremiah 29:11)  God 

knows each one of us 

intimately for He created 

us.  ( Psalm 139)  He 

knows everything about 

our daily lives even the 

very hairs on our head.  

(Matthew 10:29-31)  God 

has the big picture, the 

perspective to see what 

we cannot see. 

In September and 

October we will be 

involved with a special 

four week sermon and 

Bible study series entitled 

Soul Surfer.  Soul Surfer is 

a poignant story about 

Bethany Hamilton and her 

walk with the Lord 

through a devastating 

tragedy in her life.  

Bethany was a regarded 

as an established surfer 

until she was attacked by 

a tiger shark while surfing 

on October 31, 2003. 

In the context of 

Bethany’s experience 

believers everywhere 

will be inspired in their 

own faith as we learn 

from God’s Word that 

the Lord is with us 

during each time of joy 

and sorrow in our lives. 

Soul Surfer is a story of 

faith in the Lord and 

living for His purposes. 

 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 
 For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. 
 

 



 

Remembering 9/11 by Pastor Dean 

I recently watched a program on TV about 9/11.  The program was a detailed exposition of the 

events that occurred on that September morning in 2001. 

I remember that day well.  But as I watched the program I was reminded again of the loss of lives 

and destruction that was wrought upon our nation that day. 

The program also brought back to me the emotions I had on that day and the reality of the brevity 

of life.  There are many lessons we may learn from 9/11 but one that should strike our heart is 

that life is short and may be taken from us at anytime. 

One passage that came to my mind on 9/11 and one that I still meditate on is found in II 

Corinthians 6:1-2   “We urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain....I tell you, now is the 

time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” 
We never know when we will take our last breath on earth. 

We need to be ready.  We are ready when we.... 

 daily confess our sins 

 daily worship our Lord Jesus Christ 

 daily live for him as we “lose” our lives for God’s kingdom 

On Sunday, September 11, 2011 we will be having a special 9/11 service.  Our Scripture for the 

sermon that day will be Luke 13:1-5 and the theme will be When Bad Things Happen. 

May we join together as we look back to 9/11 may we look forward to the 

Day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 



 

Consecration Sunday 
The Elders and Council have chosen Sunday, November 13 as 

Consecration Sunday for our congregation this year. 

Consecration Sunday is... 

 showing our confidence in God as our Creator 

 showing our faith in God who blesses us 

 showing our appreciation in what the Lord has done for us 

 showing our trust in God’s care for us 

 showing that we understand God owns everything we have 

- Psalm 24:1 

- Haggai 2:8 

Consecration Sunday will be a celebration of God’s gifts to us and 

we will celebrate with a fellowship meal after the service. 

Part of Consecration Sunday involves members writing down on a 

card what they have prayerfully decided in their heart to commit to 

the Lord for the coming year. 

Please keep in mind the following about this pledge... 

 it is purely voluntary 

 only 1 person sees your pledge besides you and that is the 

recording secretary who sees your offering each week 

 no one will call you if the amount you offer to the Lord does 

not match your pledge 

Consecration Sunday is a process we use to express our faith in 

thanksgiving for the blessings our Lord has given us. 

 



   What constitutes a marriage in God’s eyes? By Pastor Dean 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It is a public declaration made by 

the man and woman that they are 

committed to each other for life.  

It is a couple stating to the world 

their permanent commitment to 

each other with a legally drafted 

marriage certificate and a 

ceremony performed by a legally 

recognized official. 

Today we live in a society that 

readily accepts a man and a 

woman “living together” apart 

from the public declaration of a 

ceremony resulting in a legally 

binding marriage certificate. 

God’s Word is clear that a sexual 

relationship is only proper within 

the bounds of marriage after a 

man and a woman have 

committed themselves to each 

other in a public ceremony with a 

legally binding certificate. 

The marriage certificate is not 

just a piece of paper. 

The Bible says that “living 

together” without the benefit of 

marriage is classed as a “public, 

willful and an unrepentant sin.” 

The believer in Jesus will take 

this issue seriously and take the 

proper measures to stop living in 

such a way that is willful and 

unrepentant. 

For those couples “living 

together” who desire to follow 

God’s Word, please meditate 

upon what God says: 

 

 I Corinthians 7:2   “But 

since there is so much 

immorality, each man 

should have his own wife, 

and each woman her own 

husband.” 

 Hebrews 10:26-27  “If we 

deliberately keep on sinning 

after we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, but 

only a fearful expectation of 

judgment and of raging fire 

that will consume the enemies 

of God.” 

 I Thessalonians 4:3ff  “It 

is God’s will that you should be 

sanctified; that you should 

avoid sexual immorality; that 

each of you should learn to 

control his own body in a way 

that is holy and honorable, not 

in passionate lust like the 

heathen, who do not know 

God...Therefore, he who 

rejects this instruction does not 

reject man but God...” 

 Romans 8:13  “For if you 

live according to the sinful 

nature, you will die; but if by 

the Spirit you put to death the 

misdeeds of the body, you will 

live.” 

 I Corinthians 6:9ff  “Do 

not be deceived: Neither the 

sexually immoral nor idolaters 

nor adulterers nor male 

prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders...nor drunkards nor 

slanderers...will inherit the 

kingdom of God.” 

 I Corinthians 6:18ff  

“Flee from sexual 

immorality...he who sins 

sexually sins against his own 

body.  Do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit...” 

 Ephesians 5:3ff  “But 

among you there must not be 

even a hint of sexual 

immorality...Let no one 

deceive you with empty 

words, for because of such 

things God’s wrath comes on 

those who are disobedient.” 

Prior to the sexual revolution 

of the 1960’s “living together” 

was frowned upon by our 

society and culture.  

Cohabitation was commonly 

called “living in sin.” 

The Bible still calls sex 

before marriage a sin. 

What, then, is a Christian 

couple to do who is living 

together outside of marriage? 

 Repent of the sin and 

receive the Lord’s 

forgiveness   I John 1:8-10 

 Refrain from a sexual 

relationship until marriage   

Hebrews 13:4 

God is a forgiving God. 

We all need to repent of sin 

daily. 

Part of our repentance is to 

stop the sin and change with  

the help of the Holy Spirit. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A couple “living together” may follow 
God by... 

 Repenting of their sin 

 Changing their situation 

 Follow their Savior 

The pastor’s goal in all this is simply 
that the erring couple repent of their 
sins, receive the grace and 
forgiveness of the Gospel and live in 
accord with God’s will for the 
expression of their sexuality. 
At the last judgment the pastor 
will give an account for the flock. 

 Did I give them a loving 

warning when they were 

publicly and willfully acting 

contrary to God’s will? 

 Did I warn them that sin will 

drive away the Holy Spirit? 

 Did I assure them that Christ 

loves them and that he died 

and rose again to redeem 

them? 

God knows it would be easier for the 
pastor simply to look the other way! 
But the Bible says:  “Keep a close 
watch on yourself and on the 
teaching.  Persist in this, for by 
so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers.”     
I Timothy 4:16 

 

How is your 401K? 

 How could millions of dollars be there one day 

and gone the next? 

 The Bible make one thing clear:  our stocks, 

cash and 401 K are not ours. 

Deut 10:14  “To the Lord your God belong 

the heavens, even the highest heavens, the 

earth and everything in it.” 

I Chronicles 29:11  “Yours, O Lord, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and 

the majesty and the splendor, for everything 

in heaven and earth is yours.” 

Haggai 2:8  “The silver is mine and the gold 

in mine, declares the Lord Almighty.” 

Over and over again the Bible says:   

DO NOT PUT YOUR TRUST IN 

UNCERTAIN RICHES.  I Timothy 6:17 

 Money is an untrustworthy foundation 

 “So don’t be impressed with those who get rich 

and pile up fame and fortune.  They can’t take it 

with them; fame and fortune all get left 

behind...We aren’t immortal.  We don’t last 

long.”  Psalm 49:16ff 

God owns everything and gives us all things to enjoy. 

 Trust Him, not stuff 

 “Do good...be rich in good works, ready to give, 

willing to share.”   I Timothy 6:18 

 “I have never seen the godly abandoned or their 

children begging for bread.”  Psalm 37:25 

 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Luke 

12:32 

DO NOT STORE UP FOR YOURSELVES 

TREASURES ON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND 

RUST DESTROY AND WHERE THIEVES BREAK IN 

AND STEAL. BUT STORE UP FOR YOURSELVES 

TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE MOTH AND 

RUST DO NOT DESTROY...FOR WHERE YOUR 

TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE 

ALSO.    MATTHEW 6:19FF 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Childrenõs Church 

Starting in September I will be offering 

Childrenõs Church only on the First and 

Third Sundays. These are Communion  

Sundays and usually those services run a 

little longer. Currently there are not as 

many children in Childrenõs Church as 

there was a few years ago. I will be using 

this opportunity to use Godõs gift of 

music during Sunday services.  

Thank you for your int erest and support.  

                            Lynn Ritter  

 

Youth News by Jayne Jenks 

Youth Bonfire rescheduled! We will meet Sunday, September 18th at 5:00  
at the church. We will start with our fall roadside pickup, then come back to  
the church for a bonfire where we will roast hot dogs and marshmallows for our dinner. 
Throw in a few games and we¥ll have an evening of fun! If everyone could bring a side dish 
to share, that would be great (chips, salads, etc) Friends are always welcome. Plan on 
being picked up at 8:00 pm.  
 

The September Bonfire will be your last chance to sign up for the youth gathering at the 
Kalahari in November. Early registration ends September 19th! The youth group fund will 
pay for registration for everyone who attends, but the hotel and a good portion of the 
food will have to be paid by the individuals attending. Find out details at 
http://swd.lcms.org/Ministries/Youth/tabid/322/Default.aspx   
 

 
 

Then in October, we will go see the movie ¦Courageous§ on Sunday, October 9th. We won¥t 
know movie times until it actually opens in the theatres, so we will let everyone know the 
time as soon as we can. It will be a late afternoon/early evening time. ¦Courageous§ is 
the new movie by Sherwood Baptistªthe same group that produced ¦Facing the Giants§ 
and ¦Fireproof§.  
 

http://swd.lcms.org/Ministries/Youth/tabid/322/Default.aspx


High School Bible Study   by Jayne Jenks  

High School Bible study class will begin on Sunday, September 
11th. We are going to be using a 6 week study series based on 
the movie ïSoul Surferð which some of us went to see last 
spring. There will be movie clips included in the study in case you missed the movie. 
Come join the discussion on Sunday mornings! 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Here's the answers to the 
July/August Word Puzzle 

“I once made a remark about the hidden 
books of the Bible. It was a lulu kept 
people looking so hard for facts, and for 
others it was a revelation. Some were in 
a jam; especially since the names of the 
books were not capitalized, but the 
truth finally struck home to numbers of 
the readers. To others it was a real job. 
We want it to be a most fascinating few 
moments for you. Yes, there will be 
some really easy ones to spot. Others 
might require judges to help them. I will 
quickly admit it usually takes a preacher 
to find one of them, and there will be 
loud lamentations when it is found! A 
little lady says she brews a cup of tea, 
so she can concentrate better. See how 
well you can compete. Relax now, for 
there really are 16 names of books of 
the Bible in this story.” 

We not only endure circumstances,  

we triumph over them 

God  

 I may fall on my face 

I may fail until I feel  

 Old and beaten and done in 

Yet Your love for me is changeless. 

Even so You will hold me 

In the palm of Your steady hand. 

No turn in the affairs 

Of my fractured life 

Can baffle You. 

Satan with all his braggadocio 

Cannot distract You. 

Nothing can separate me 

From Your measureless love: 

Pain can’t 

Disappoint can’t 

Anguish can’t. 

Yesterday, today, tomorrow can’t. 

The loss of my dearest love can’t. 

Death can’t 

Life can’t. 

Riots war insanity 

Hunger neurosis disease – 

None of these things 

Nor all of them heaped together 

Can budge the fact 

That I am dearly loved. 

Completely forgiven 

And forever free 

Through Jesus Christ 

Your Beloved Son. 
Ruth Harms Calkins, Tell Me Again, Lord, I Forget 

(Wheaton: Tyndale, 1986), 150-151 
 

150th Anniversary Cook Books  
Just a reminder that the 150th Anniversary 
cook books are for sale. They make great 
holiday gifts, anniversary, wedding gifts. It 
contains great tried & true recipes and for 
$9.50 that's a deal. The cook books can be 
found on the table in the foyer of church. 
Check and cash are accepted. Proceeds 
are going to help fund costumes for the 
children’s Christmas program. 
 If you have questions, please  
feel free to contact  
Kim Hellekson at 262-593-2667.  
 



 
 

 

“I don’t need easy, I just need possible.” Bethany Hamilton  

13 year - old Bethany Hamilton is a champion surfer who was born  to 
be in the water. But after a fun night out night surfing and what 
should be a fun day in the water, she is attacked by a shark and loses 
her arm. Rushed to the hospital, she remains calm, and maintains 
her faith in God. Now she has to re - learn how to d o everything with 
only one arm -  including how to surf. It will take her friends, family, 
and her Christian faith to get her back into the water, but if that is 
where she is meant to be, she will find a way to get there.  

FREE MOVIE EVENT 

Saturday, October 22
nd

 at 7pm 

Rp. IkdjÝo Kqpdan]j Bdqn_d 

1.5 miles east of Sullivan on Hwy. 18 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY & 

NEIGHBORS!! 



Council Meeting Minutes      July 12, 2011 
The July 12th, 2011 meeting was called to order by President Ritter.  Pastor Zemple gave the opening 
prayer and led a devotion. Present at the meeting were: Pastor Zemple, John Ritter,  Amanda 
Schellinger, Terry Schlais, Gail Scheid, Ron Duesterbeck, Bob Saeger, Dennis McKnight,  Sheri 
Brigowatz, Wes Jones. 
 

The secretary read the minutes from the previous Council meeting.  Bob Saeger motioned and Wes 
Jones seconded the motion to accept the minutes as read.  Motion carried. 
Amanda Schellinger presented the treasurers report. Terry Schlais motioned and Bob Saeger 
seconded the motion to accept the report pending the annual audit.  Motion carried. 
 

Old Business 
We are still looking for a replacement for Property Manager.   Brad Bechtel has been taking care of the 
maintenance for a number of years and will be willing to train a new person. 
 

New Business 
The semi-annual congregational meeting will be September 11th after late service. 
We have three applications for tuition help for kids going to Christian schools.  There are funds 
available thru the endowment fund set up for that purpose. 
 

Ken Meyer who is one of the members of the cemetery committee has related a message that he 
would like some funding set up for a crematory structure.  The columbarium would hold individual urns 
etc and this could be in the proximity of the cemetery.  Bob Saeger motioned, Gail Scheid seconded it 
to recommend this project to the voters.  Motion carried. 
 

The Elsie Meyer Estate fund was set up to have the interest to be used for missions.  This was set up 
for 10 years and now the family suggested we set it up for another 10 years. Council will recommend 
this to the voters at the next meeting. 
 

Pastors Report 
Pastor announced a new fall sermon series called Soul Surfer. A true story of Bethany Hamilton, who 
lost her arm in a shark attack and lived to overcome odds through faith in Jesus.  This movie will be 
shown on October 22nd  and six weeks of sermons will surround it. 
Pastor logged 21 member visits, 1 wedding, 3 funerals, 2 chapel services, and 1 circuit meeting. 
Council adjourned. 

September Birthdays: Josh Frommgen, Gail Scheid, Dennis McKnight, Fred Saeger, Beverly 

Raduege, Ken Gaugert, Dale Metzger, Jeremy Zemple, Glenn Bentheimer, Steve Flood, Scott Buth, Polly 

Gaugert, Dennis Linse, Jessica Ritter, Ann Holzhueter, Heidi Burrows 

October Birthdays: Gil Gaugert, Gina Wehmeyer, Jennifer Seisser, Mark Phillips, Laura Perrett, 

Billy Buth, Sherri Brigowatz, Ashley Schellinger, Wes Jones, Mary Jo Mattke, Donna Rehn, Nancy 

Metzger, Debbie Buth, Joyce Adams, John Kramer, Wally Hensel, Mark Jenks, Sara Karnatz, Lori 

Frommgen, Julie Pogantsch & Corrine Pillsbury 

September/October Anniversaries: Todd & Gina Wehmeyer;  Pearl & Gene Hanneman;            

Keith & Julie Pogantsch; Jeanette & Art Weidner; Karen & Peter Martin; Dennis & Corrine Pillsbury; 

Judy & Gary Hartling; David & Cindy Nelson; Dennis & Sharon McKnight; Judy & Ken Kaeppel;           

Dale & Julie Sersch; Alfred & Sandy Speich; Dave & Kim Hellekson; Larry & Beverly Kramer;             

Jackie & Ryan Fett 

Godõs Blessings to you all on your special day! 



 



 



 September/October volunteers  
elders  
9/4@8am – Dave Hellekson 

9/4@10:15am – Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

9/7 Bob Gartzke 

9/11@8am – Keith Pogantsch 

9/11@10:15am – Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

9/14 Bob Saeger 

9/18@8am – Dennis Linse 

9/18@10:15am – Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

9/21 Dave Hellekson 

9/25@8am – Jim Jurgella 

9/25@10:15am – Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

9/28 Keith Pogantsch 

10/2@8am – Bob Gartzke 

10/2@10:15am – Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

10/5 Dennis Linse 

10/9@8am – Bob Saeger 

10/9@10:15am – Keith Pogantsch & Bob Gartzke 

10/12 Jim Jurgella 

10/16@8am – Dave Hellekson 

10/16@10:15am – Bob Saeger & Dennis Linse 

10/19 Bob Gartzke 

10/23@8am – Keith Pogantsch 

10/23@10:15am – Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

10/26 Bob Saeger 

10/30@8am – Dennis Linse 

10/30@10:15am – Dave Hellekson & Jim Jurgella 

11/2 Dave Hellekson 
 

usher/greeter  
9 /4 Tony & Marge Kokan 

9/7 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek 

9/11 Kyle & Kaitlin Hellekson 

9/14 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter 

9/18 Joyce & Emma Lewandowski 

9/21 Dave & Cindy Nelson 

9/25 Jimmy Gudmundson & Rachel Bechtel 

9/28 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

10/2 Bob Chaveriat & Ron Duesterbeck 

10/5 Larry & Bev Kramer 

10/9 Cathy & Jim Wleczyk 

10/12 Pam & Wes Jones 

10/16 Jenks Family 

10/19 Jim & Jerry Adsit 

10/23 Julie & Hannah Pogantsch 

10/26 Eugene Pagel & Dale Hrbacek 

10/30 Tony & Marge Kokan 

11/2 Chuck & Ann Holzhueter 

 

 

a/v techs  
9/4 Pete & Chris Martin 

9/7 Wes & Pam Jones 

9/11 Julie Bechtel 

9/14 John & Lynn Ritter 

9/18 Kim Hellekson & Julie Pogantsch 

9/21 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

9/25 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 

9/28 Wes & Pam Jones 

10/2 Pete & Chris Martin 

10/5 John & Lynn Ritter 

10/9 Julie Bechtel 

10/12 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

10/16 Kim Hellekson & Julie Pogantsch 

10/19 Wes & Pam Jones 

10/23 Kim & Sarah Gudmundson 

10/26 John & Lynn Ritter 

10/30 Pete & Chris Martin 

11/2 Paul & Sherri Brigowatz 

organists  
9/7 & 9/11 Donna 

9/14 Norma 

9/18 Emily 

9/21 Norma 

9/25 Emily 

9/28 & 10/2 Donna 

10/5 & 10/9 Donna 

10/12 Norma 

10/16 Emily 

10/19 Norma 

10/23 Emily 

10/26& 10/30Donna 

11/2&11/6 Donna 

God is not unjust; He will not 

forget your work or the love you 

have shown Him as you have 

helped His people and continue 

to help them.      Hebrews 6:10 



CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?? 
We certainly could use a few new people to step up to volunteer for 
Ushering and running the A/V system!  The handful of people that are already 
helping out would appreciate seeing some new faces coming forward to help. IT 
DOESN¥T HAVE TO CHANGE WHEN YOU WORSHIP,  THERE IS A ROTATING 
WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE AND A SUNDAY 10:15AM ROTATING 
SCHEDULE. YOU CHOOSE WHICH ONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE ON. 
 Contact Julie in the office if you are willing to help us out this way.  
stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net or 262-593-8630   THANK YOU! 

A Little Holy Humor  
 

GOOD SAMARITAN  

 A Sunday school teacher was telling 

her class the story of the Good 

Samarit an. She asked the class, "If you 

saw a person lying on the roadside, all 

wounded and bleeding, what would you 

do?" A thoughtful little girl broke the 

hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up."  
 

 DID NOAH FISH?  

 A Sunday school teacher asked, 

"Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of 

fishing when he was on the Ark ?" "No," 

replied Johnny. "How could he, with just 

two worms."  
  

 THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD  

 A Sunday School teacher decided to 

have her young class memor ize one of 

the most quoted passages in the Bible - 

Psalm 23 . She gave the youngsters a 

month to learn the chapter. Little Rick 

was excited about the task - but he just 

couldn't remember the Psalm. After 

much practice, he could barely get past 

the first li ne. On the day that the kids 

were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 

front of the congregation, Ricky was so 

nervous. When it was his turn, he 

stepped up to the microphone and said 

proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and 

that's all I need to know."  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chickens bring farm 

life to the big city 

taken from the August 14, 2011 edition 
of the Sun Times.                             

Pastor Jacob Gaugert was in sixth grade 

when he got his first flock of chickens. 

Now 29, he tends two flocks ð the hens 

in his hand built backyard coop in Gage 

Park and the parishioners at the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dr. 

Martin Luther next door to his home. 

 

ñThey make excellent pets,ò he said. 

ñYou really can tame them. They will 

learn their names.ò 

 

Gaugert raised chickens for show as a 

boy growing up in Wisconsin. When he 

accepted the Chicago assignment, he 

decided to build a coop next to his 

garage.  

 

He started coop construction indoors in 

the winter. After the Feb. 2 blizzard that 

shut down the city, he read on a website 

about an order of chicks stranded at 

OôHare, unable to be shipped to Arizona 

because of the storm. He rescued the 

chicks and they are now full-grown, 

roaming his backyard next to the zinnias, 

gladiolus and dahlias he grows for the 

church altar.  

mailto:stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net


Pastor Jacob Gaugert grew up raising 

chickens for show in Wisconsin, and 

now raises eight Rhode Island Red 

bantam chickens in his Gage Park 

backyard. | Jean Lachat~Sun-Times 

His parishioners embraced his project, 

buying him a subscription to ñBackyard 

Poultryò magazine for his birthday and 

bringing leftover table scraps for him to mix 

with crack corn, oatmeal and maple syrup 

leftover from the churchôs Easter breakfast 

for the chickensô daily meal. In a diverse 

congregation where English, Spanish and 

Slovak are spoken, the chickens are a uniting 

force. For Gaugert, his chickens arenôt just a 

nod to his rural youth. Itôs a way to keep 

track of the rhythm of life while holding 

down a job that isnôt 9 to5. ñWith the 

ministry youôre always on call and it just 

seems like everything keeps going and 

going,ò he said. ñWith the chickens I can see 

them grow, I can build the coop, something 

actually gets finished. Thereôs a beginning 

and an end and I think thatôs actually quite 

therapeutic.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church phone: 
262-593-8630 
Office hours: 

Wed., Fri.:  9am-2pm 

Pastor Dean phone: 
cell: 920-723-6955 

home: 262-593-8624 
××× 

Pastor Dean e-mail: 
dzemple@hotmail.com 

××× 

Church e-mail: 
stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net 

××× 

Church web address: 
www.stjohns-sullivan.com 

××× 

Worship Times: 
                          Wednesday: 7:00pm 

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:15am 
Adult Bible Study – 9:15am  

Thursday: Bible Study – 7pm 
××× 

Sept. - May 
Sunday School - 9:15am 

            High School Bible Study- 9:15am 

          Children’s Church – 10:15am 
 

mailto:dzemple@hotmail.com
mailto:stjohnssullivan@centurytel.net
http://www.stjohns-sullivan.com/


Around the District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Have you ever wanted to go on a short -
term mission trip? All the needy faces we 
see in the Lutheran Witness and other 
media tug at our hearts and  beg us to 
open our arms to them. Here is a chance 
for you to reach out and turn that desire 
into reality!  

The South Wisconsin District is in direct 
partnership with the Synodôs ministry to 
the Dominican Republic through the 
work of Brian and Jeanette Keller of 
Brookfield Lutheran. The Kellers are 
serving the group homes for disabled 
children and growing congregations 
there by coordinating building projects 
and organizing short-term mission teams 
to help with the construction work. If 
you are interested in forming a mission 
group, please contact Jeanette Keller 

at goofynettie@hotmail.com .  

                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Brookfield Lutheran member John Wolck 
was  part of a short - term mission group 
that served in the Dominican Republic  
April 29 -May 7 of this year.  

25 new mission starts in the 
works 

This past week Rev. Dan McMiller, who serves as our SWD 
mission executive, sent me an e-mail that began, “I was kicking 
myself a bit over the lack of new mission starts lately, and then 

started doing a count. These are either started or at least in 
serious discussion.” This is the list which he sent me, and I 

thought it would be good to share with you. 

1. St. John, West Bend – Main Street, a satellite of St. 
John’s 

2. Luther Memorial, Shorewood – International Student 
Ministry 

3. New Light, Brown Deer – Hmong 
4. Trinity, Sheboygan – Hmong with SMP student 
5. In partnership with Minnesota South District we shared 

Rev. Blong Vang’s and Rev. Yia Vang’s time to start a 
new ministry there 

6. Hispanic Lutheran Hour Ministry center and outreach at 
Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee 

7. Hispanic outreach at St. Martini, Milwaukee 
8. Hispanic outreach at Grace, Milwaukee 
9. Karenni ministry at Chapel of the Cross, Milwaukee in 

partnership with Trinity-Freistadt and Beautiful Savior, 
Mequon 

10. Ex-offender ministry at Bethany, Milwaukee 
11. Ex-offender ministry at Mission of Christ, Milwaukee 
12. Ex-offender ministry at another location in Milwaukee, to 

be determined 
13. Hispanic outreach at St. John, Berlin (in discussion) 
14. New partnership with Holy Cross, Racine, and rebirth of 

Santa Cruz, formerly known as Primera Iglesia 
15. Two new Pakistani workers to do outreach to Hindu, Sikh 

and Muslim immigrants in connection with Shepherd of 
the Hills, Pewaukee 

16. Above workers to reach out to “underchurched” Middle 
Eastern Christians as well 

17. Dominican Republic with our partnership, a series of new 
congregations, a school and a new group home 

18. Peru with our partnership (Dan has been involved there 
as a consultant to World Missions) 

19. New outreach at Good Shepherd by the Lake, Stoughton 
20. New starts in Madison under Christ Memorial 
21. River of Life, Saukville, a satellite First Immanuel, 

Cedarburg 
22. Charlie Brandt could be partnered with soon to start new 

Hispanic outreach 
23. Faith Alive ministry of Bethany, Milwaukee, under SMP 

student working on the south side of New Berlin 
24. Development of other SMP students’ ministries 

       25.  Chinese ministry at Elm Grove Lutheran 
 
                               Rev. John Wille – District President 
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