Sermon  6/30 and 7/4/2010 - God’s Gift of Life – The 5th Commandment
Dear Protector’s of Life:
When one thinks of the 10 Commandments, what comes to one’s mind first? 
THOU SHALT NOT...
There is another way of looking at the 10 Commandments.  Rather than focus on the negative aspect of the commandments, one may look at the commandments from a positive angle.
Through the Commandments God provides for us and keeps us safe and secure.
In the 5th Commandment God protects our life and reminds us how precious life is.
When a trial or tragedy occurs we become more aware of how precious life is.
The family of the 15 yr old who died in the parking ramp accident in Milwaukee last week was reminded of how precious their son’s life was.  The family was on their way to the lakefront for the festival. Their son was just a few steps behind them and in a moment his life was over and the concrete from the parking ramp fell down upon him.
Some years ago when a Hurricane hit South Florida one family I knew stayed in their home during the storm.  They were huddled in their home and began praying during the storm.
· First, they prayed for their landscaping
· Second, they prayed for their roof
· Finally, they prayed for their lives
Life’s priorities change when life is on the edge of extermination.
Life is so special.  Think of your own life, your own body.  See how precious it is!
· 50 billion active white blood cells prowl around in your system to fight bacteria.
· The bones in our body comprise only 1/5 of our body weight.  It possesses incredible strength and is responsible for all the movements in our body.
· 60% of the body consists of fluids and these would evaporate if not covered by our skin.
· The 600 muscles which comprise 40% of our weight burn up much of the energy we ingest as food to produce all our movements.  There are 70 separate muscles which contribute to our hand movements.  Without muscles bones would collapse in a heap.
Life is so precious.
· It was given to you by God
· Jesus died for you and me that we might live forever
You Shall Not Murder -  God says do not harbor hatred in your heart that is stirred to a fever pitch and becomes the motivation which takes another person’s life.
Why is human life so important?    
· It is God’s gift to every man, woman and child
· It begins at the moment of conception -  Psalm 51:5
· It continues by God’s active working in our daily lives   -  Acts 17:25, 28
What is human life so important?
· It is God’s time of grace – the time He gives for one to hear His Word and be saved
· “Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation...”   II Corinthians 6:1-2
· “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.”  Hebrews 9:27
· We all have one life to live on this earth and one opportunity in this world to come to faith.
This is why we will work to preserve life, to give everyone an opportunity to receive God’s grace.
What does God forbid regarding His gift of life?
He forbids anyone to harm his own body or another person’s body....
· By abuse -  Proverbs 23: 20, 31-33  “Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat...Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly...your eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things.”
· By carelessness -  Exodus 21:29  “An upright man gives thought to his ways...”
· We will take care of our bodies through the proper diet, exercise and safety measures.
God is teaching us to do all we can to help preserve, defend and protect life.  God says I am the One in control of your life.
· Acts 1:25  The Bible condemns Judas when he took his own life because things did not turn out the way he wanted when Jesus was arrested by the Roman soldiers.
· God says about our times that they are in His hands.  Psalm 31:15
· God desires that we allow Him to make the decision when our life will end.
One thought about suicide.  We have to take into account those who are not in their right mind at the moment when they choose to take their own life.  Each case is taken on an individual basis and we leave the souls of such people in the hands of a merciful God.
We will do all we can to preserve the life of the unborn, for their life is just as precious as the life of the born.  Life begins at conception according to Psalm 51:5, Jeremiah 1:5, Psalm 139 and others.  In Exodus 21:22-24 God equated the life in the womb with the life of a person outside the womb.
Life is so important because it is created in the Image of God.
Genesis 9:6  Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.
As believers we will protect life and preserve the Sanctity of life.  If we face difficult decisions regarding life we will pray that the Lord would guide us in making a decision in accord with His Word.  A decision sometimes has to be made regarding our loves ones on life support.  When faced with a terminal illness or a some other situation we will want our decision for our loved ones to be that which puts life in God’s hands and not ours.
A question often is asked about the role of the government in the area of...
· Capital punishment
· The Armed Forces in combat
·  Policemen taking life on duty
If this Commandment says:  “Do not murder” why don’t we have a problem with the government executing criminals, being involved in wars and having armed policemen?
The 5th Commandment “Do not murder” applies to me and you as individuals.  We are not as individuals to take life into our own hands.  The government has been given the authority by God to take life in order to defend and protect life from evil forces.  Romans 13:4  “...For he does not bear the sword for nothing.  He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”
The executioner at the prison, the soldier in battle, the policeman on patrol is acting as an agent of the government, God’s representative, to protect life from those who would harm us.  If life is taken it is done so to protect other’s lives from evil.  That’s the meaning of Genesis 9:6  “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed...”
Luther says:  “God wishes to have all people defended, delivered and protected from the wickedness and violence of others...”
Through this Commandment God also forbids words or deeds which may hurt someone physically  or emotionally.    I John 3:15  “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer...”
This commandment is broken whenever we have a spirit of hatred in us toward another.  But God has forgiven us even when we break this commandment.    I John 1:8-9
What does God desire of us through this commandment?
He desires that we use love and patience with one another.
· I John 4:7   “...let us love one another, for loves comes from God.”
· I Thessalonians 5:15b  “...always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.”
· Ephesians 4:2  “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.”
He desires that we help and befriend those in need.
· The Good Samaritan
· Romans 12:10  “Honor one another above yourselves...”
Luther says in his Large Catechism:  “...God would in this way protect, set free, and keep in peace everyone else.  He would have this commandment placed as a wall, fortress and refuge around our neighbor so that we do not hurt or harm him in his body...we must harm no one, either with our hand or by deed.  We must not use our tongue to instigate or counsel harm...the heart must not be ill disposed toward anyone or wish another person ill in anger or hatred....it is God’s ultimate purpose that we let harm come to no one, but show him all good and love...this commandment is especially directed toward those who are our enemies.” God help us to love others the way you would have us to love others and defend life.
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